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INTRODUCTION

The new editorial team for the Journal of
Political Science Education took over in the
fall of 2017. The new team took over from
the previous team led by Kerstin Hamann,
University of Central Florida, and managed
the transition with very strong support from
Barbara Walthall at APSA and working with
the Taylor and Francis team. In addition to
the change in the editorial team, the jour-
nal also became an APSA-wide journal thus
greatly increasing the reach and leadership
of the journal.

EDITORIAL HIGHLIGHTS OF 20162017
Overview

When the current editorial team took over,
amajor change for the journal was the reor-
ganization of the types of articles that the
Journal of Political Science Education is inter-
ested in publishing. In addition to a section
that continues the journal’s previous focus
on Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
(SoTL) and continuing reviews of Books,
Teaching Tools, and Educational Resources,
the new team has put in place two new sec-
tions to broaden both the pool of potential
authors for the journal as well as potential
readers. We have also changed the editorial
structure of the journal with an editor in chief
and dedicated editors for each section (and in
the case of SoTL, two dedicated editors). Two
new sections have been created to expand
the reach and openness of the journal to a
more diverse array of submissions:

Political Science Instruction: Submis-
sions should focus on innovative teach-
ing cases that discuss useful pedagogy,
including strategies, games, and expe-
riential learning in teaching political

Table 1

JPSE Authors by Gender

Gender Number of Authors Percentage
Male 45 67%
Female 22 33%
Total 67 100%
Table 2

JPSE Authors by Rank

Position Number of Authors Percentage
Professor 12 18%
Associate Professor 21 31%
Assistant Professor 19 28%
Lecturer 2 3%
Student 1 2%
Administration/Professional 5 8%
Other 7 10%

Total 67 100%

science to diverse audiences. They should
also be organized around real classroom
problems and potential solutions. Sub-
missions may range in length from
2,000—4,000 words.

Reflections on Teaching and the Acad-
emy: Submissions should be from expe-
rienced scholar-teachers that focus on
reflections on timely and important
teaching topics that include transition-
ing between institutional types, teach-
ingunderprepared students, preparing
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graduating students for teaching careers,
and other issues. Submissions may range
in length from 1,000-2,000 words.

In addition to the creation of these new
sections, we have also begun to explore ways
of spreading interest in the content in the
journal on social media. In the coming year,
we plan to explore more ways of effectively
using social media. We have also laid the
groundwork for a virtual issue using previ-
ous articles on civic engagement that was
published online and made freely available
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Table 3
JPSE Authors by Country
Country Number of Submissions Percentage
Australia 1 1
Belgium 1 2.5%
Brazil 1 2.5%
Japan 1 2.5%
United States 36 90%
Total 40 100%
Table 4
JPSE Submissions by Type
Submission Type Number of Submissions  Percentage
Original Article 26 65%
Review Article 9 22.5%
Reflection 4 10%
Research Note 1 2.5%
Total 40 100%
Table 5
JPSE Submissions by Manuscript Decision
Manuscript Decision Number of Manuscripts ~ Percentage
Accepted 7 10%
Revise and Resubmit 47 68%
Rejected! 15 22%
Total 69 100%
IThis is the percentage of all rejected manuscripts, not of all new manuscripts
Table 6
JPSE Reviewer Statistics
Number of... Percentage
Completed Reviews 265 63%
No Replies 29 7%
Declines 77 18%
Agreements 313 74%
Total Reviewers Invited 421 100%

in November. We are currently discussing
the topic for the special issue we plan to have
in our second year as editors; we did not get
enough articles by our deadline for this year’s
planned special issue due to time constraints.
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We had avery productive “Meet the Editors”
roundtable at APSA’s Teaching and Learning
Conference in February 2017 and will have
a similar roundtable at the APSA Annual
Meeting as well as a roundtable of authors
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discussing pedagogy based on the excellent
articles they have published in the journal.
We are also currently working on submitting
a list of our editorial board (new, proposed
members, and any members to retain), to
the APSA Council forits review. In sum, our
team has enjoyed this first year—challenges
and all—and we are looking forward to con-
tinuing to grow the journal and its outreach
as an APSA-wide journal.

STAFFING

Our staff at the Journal of Political Science
Education consists of six co-editors who are
using a portion of their time to work as a
team as well as specifically on their own
section of the journal. Two student manag-
ing editors work part time on the journal.
Our managing editors from fall 2016 to the
end of spring 2017 were Morgan Knudtsen
and Jessica Van Saders. With Morgan step-
ping down at the end of the spring semes-
ter, Caroline Veldhuizen replaced her in the
summer of 2017. All three are students at
the University at Albany, SUNY. We should
note that while we assumed the journal at
the beginning of the fall 2016, all of the
material in the fall had been reviewed and
assembled by the previous team led by Ker-
stin Hamann as well some material in the
second issue of the year.

PRODUCTION AND DELIVERY

The Journal of Political Science Educationhas
met its production schedule and we have a
strong working relationship with our pub-
lisher, Taylor and Francis. Our managing
editors have been responsible for pre-pro-
duction work while the direct preparation
of the manuscripts for publication and the
creation of the journal is handled by Taylor
and Francis.

AUTHOR DEMOGRAPHICS

The demographic distribution of the Jour-
nal of Political Science Education authors
are reported in tables 1, 2, and 3. Current-
ly, 33% of our manuscript submissions are
from women—something we would like to
increase; our submissions are spread across
different ranks with associate professors
being responsible for slightly more submis-
sions than any other rank, and slightly over
half the submissions coming from tenured
faculty. Table 3 shows the distribution of sub-
missions by author’s country of location. As
one can see from table 3, only 10% of our sub-
missions were from overseas. It is our hope
that now that the Journal of Political Science
Education is an APSA-wide journal that this
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Call for Submissions: Teaching
with Simulations and Games

number—and the number of submissions in
general—will increase.

CONTENT AND TREATMENT OF
MANUSCRIPTS

Table 4 shows the percentage of articles sub-
mitted that were directed at being submitted
as original articles (both SoTL and Political
Science Instruction sections), review articles,
reflection articles and one piece submitted
as research note before the change in sec-
tions was fully publicized. Table 5 shows the
manuscript decisions for manuscripts dur-
ing the following year. Our current rejection
rate is 22%—a rate we hope to increase as we
increase our submissions to the journal. Also,
we should note that the average time from the
first submission to the first decision is: 54.78
days. In 2017-2018, we will work to make the
time to the first decision shorter. Table 6
presents information on reviewer statistics.

PUBLICITY AND OUTREACH

The editors of the Journal of Political Sci-
ence Education are also working to increase
our publicity and outreach. We have asked
authors to provide a 50-word blurb and a
130-character tweet, which can be shared on
PSNow. We plan to continue to attend each
Teaching and Learning and APSA-wide con-
ference to hold "Meet the Editors" round-
tables where we can reach out to potential
authors about submitting to the journal.
When it is possible, members of our edi-
torial team have organized such events at
regional APSA conferences, and we plan to
continue to do so. We also are working with
the managing editors to go through previ-
ous conference agendas to identify papers
of interest that have not been submitted in
the area of political science pedagogy and
to e-mail the authors and encourage them
to submit to the Journal of Political Science
Education. m

Submission Deadline: February 1,2018

As active learning and other participato-
ry pedagogies have become a regular fea-
ture of college classrooms, faculty have
become creative in incorporating simu-
lations and games into the curriculum.
The editors of the Journal of Political Sci-
ence Education invite submissions for a
special issue dedicated the use of these
pedagogies in the political science class-
room. These submissions can be system-
atic studies (quantitative or qualitative)
on the use of these techniques, narrative
descriptions of simulations and games
that the author has created for use in
their own classroom, or reflective essays
on the opportunities, accomplishments,
and/or challenges inherent in incorpo-
rating these types of active learning
strategies.

The submission guidelines, style guide-
lines, submission instructions, and
peer review process information can be
found online: apsanet.org/jpse.

About JPSE

The Journal of Political Science Educa-
tion is an intellectually rigorous, peer-
reviewed quarterly journal that pub-
lishes evidence-based and theoretically
informed scholarship on teaching and
pedagogical issues in political science. It
aims to represent a full range of empiri-
cal and philosophical questions, issues,
and approaches relevant to political sci-
ence education at the undergraduate
and graduate levels, including research
on teaching methods, pedagogical
innovations and techniques, classroom
activities, educational assessment, and
curriculum development. It welcomes
work from diverse methodological per-
spectives, and work that represents levels
of analysis ranging from classroom-
based studies to inter-institution-
al and cross-national comparisons.
The journal supports research that
engages with the broad scholarship of
teaching and learning and improves
the quality of teaching and learning in
the discipline. m

New APSA Resource

Call for Submissions: Politics, Power,
and Group Difference in the US

Submission Deadline: Rolling

Do you teach on the politics of race,
racism, nationalism or supremacy?
Have you updated your syllabus as a
result of the recent violence in Char-
lottesville, Virginia? APSA is collect-
ing teaching, learning and discussion
resources on politics, power, diversity,
and group differences. The collected
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resources will be shared online and
on social media platforms. This project
arose as a means to acknowledge the
issues and debates that have re-surfaced
into the public discourse as a result of
the Charlottesville, Virginia protests
and violence.

More information online: apsanet.org/
divresources/polpowergroups. m
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