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SCOTCH GRANITE ON WELSH HILLS.

Str,—Mr. D. (. Davies, F.G.8., is reported to have stated at a
meeting of the Geological Society on the Tth of January (after the
reading of my paper), that Scotch granite is to be found on the
Welsh mountains up to 2000 feet above the sea! Mr. Davies would
oblige, not only myself, but, I have no doubt, many of the readers
of the GroroeicAL MaeAzINE, by mentioning the locality, and
whether the granite has been identified by tracing it northwards to
its source. D. MacKINTOSH.

ORIGIN OF EARTHQUAKES.

Sie,—I have only just been fortunate enough to see Mr. Malet’s
interesting paper on the Origin of Earthquakes which appeared in
the February number of the Grorogioar Maeazivg, 1873, Vol. X,

. 74,

P I cannot think he has satisfactorily accounted for them, referring
them to the action of water percolating underground, wearing away
the rocks, and by so doing causing subterranean landslips. Surely
if it is to this that BEarthquakes owe their origin, they would be
found occurring in every country, but far more frequently in those
in which is the greatest rainfall. Great Britain and Ireland are pro-
bably the most rainy countries in Europe, and accordingly ought to
be those most severely shaken by Earthquakes; nevertheless, these
are countries nearly entirely exempt from such shocks. No doubt
many Earthquakes do occur in England every year, but of so slight
a character as to be perceptible only by special instruments for
detecting them, and Mr. Malet is evidently referring to those of a
more severe character. ]

On the other hand, when we appeal to that observation of facts
on which Mr. Malet lays rightly so much stress, we find a close
connexion between the distribution of volcanic areas and the fre-
quency of earthquakes; both volcanos and earthquakes have, in the
main, developed themselves in the same directions, and the latter
increase in frequency on approaching the focus of volcanic activity.

Again, we hear of earthquakes ceasing when a.new voleanic vent
has been formed in the district, or an old one re-opened. This is
apparently another indication of the community of origin of vol-
canos and earthquakes, the former acting as a safety-valve to the
latter, but by Mr. Malet’s theory I can see no explanation of it.

Again, we know that eruptions are attended and preceded by
earthquakes, though not of the first magnitude, but instead of con-
sidering the eruption the effect of the earthquake, it seems to me
more reasonable to assign them both to a common cause, namely, the
expansion of subterranean matter causing rendings in the rocks from
an over state of tension, and when, as in this instance, ocourring at
a comparatively slight depth, the melted matter forcing a way to the
surface will flow over it as an eruption. The greatest earthquakes
frequently take place far from volcanic areas; but we may, I think,
with some confidence refer them to the same cause producing the
minor shocks; only that faking place at too great a depth for the
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melted matter overcoming the resistance of the rocks above to force
a passage to the surface; consequently no eruption follows, or in
Mr. Malet’s words, “an earthquake 1s an uncompleted effort to
establish a volcano.” A. Conviy, F.G.S.

New Uxtversity Crus, St. James’'s STREET, 8.W.,
December 22nd, 1873.

MISCELTLANEOUS.
———

O~ taE DERIVATION OF THE WORD “SARSEN.”—It was supposed
by Dr. Stukeley that the word Sarsen came to us from the Pheenicians,
and other writers since his time have adopted it as such; but the
greatest authority of the present day confutes the opinion, and
states “that no word in the English language is of Pheenician origin.”
If so, we must inquire what other langunage will assist us. In the
Anglo-Saxon, ses is a rock or stone; sessi, a settle or seat; sesan or
sesen, rocks. The e in sesan is without accent, and sounded like e
in there, ai in fair, or as aprés Fr. The word Sarsen is pronounced
by the country people sasen, omitting the r; so that, perhaps, the
word Sarsen is no other than the Anglo-Saxon Sesan, “ rocks,” and
correctly sounded by the Wiltshire descendants of our Saxon fore-
fathers, who still retain many other words of the same origin in
great purity; for, as Dean Trench has observed, “they have not gone
from us, but we from them.”

Orpgst BrITiSH STARFISH.—Mr. Henry Hicks, F.G.S., F.R.C.S,,
has called my attention to an important omission made in my list of
Palxozoic starfishes printed in the last number of this Magazine,
page 7. I find I omitted from that list the oldest known British
starfish, the Palasterina Eamseyensis, a new species, described by
Dr. Hicks in the Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. Lond. 1872, vol. xxix.
p- 61, pl. iv. figs. 21-23, from the Tremadoc rocks of Ramsey Island.
The specimen was discovered by Mr. Lightbody, of Ludlow, Mr.
Hicks mentions that Dr. Otto Torell and Mr. Linnarson had de-
scribed forms of starfish which had been found in Sweden, in rocks
supposed to be of the age of the Harlech group of Great Britain.
Another Pal®ozoic form has also been figured and described by
Mr. W. Hellier Baily, F.L.S., F.G.S., in the publications of the
Geological Survey of Ireland, to which my attention has been called
by Prof. Harkness, F.R.S., of Queen’s College, Cork.—H. W.

OBITUARY.
—

Pror. A. B. Reuss, Vienna.—1It is with deep regret we record the
death of an able Austrian paleontologist. Prof. Reuss was a Foreign
Correspondent of the Geological Society of London, and author of
many papers on the Foraminifera, Crustacea, etc. We hope to give
a longer notice of Prof. Reuss next month,
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