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“This timely study contributes to our
understanding on the evolution of
federal involvement in public schools.
The author makes extensive use of
original Congressional sources to
illuminate the tension between the
liberals and the conservatives through
several legislative episodes leading to
the No Child Left Behind legislation.”

—Kenneth Wong,
Brown University
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“Anderson, an independent education researcher,
provides and excellent political history of No
Child Left Behind.” —R. F. Subotnik, Choice

“A solid contribution. This book brings the well-
documented expansion in the federal education
role together in a usefully systematic way, with
the ideological rationale for each installment
explored individually and in the aggregate.”

—~Andrew Rudalevige, Dickinson College

Few pieces of legislation in recent years have
caused as much public controversy as the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001. This book analyzes
the passage of this law, compares it to other fed-
eral education policies of the last fifty years, and
shows that No Child Left Behind is an indicator of
how and why conservative and liberal ideologies
are gradually transforming. This is a fascinating
story about the changing direction of politics
today, and it will intrigue anyone interested in the
history and politics of education reform.

The No Child Left Behind Act, proposed by con-
servative politicians, was approved by Congress
in order to make states more accountable for
their education systems and to hold all children
to high academic standards. Until quite recently,
conservative politicians were protesting federal
involvement in schools. Today we find quite the
opposite. Starting with the National Defense
Education Act of 1958, Anderson weaves a
detailed story of political evolution that is
engaging, informative, and timely.
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OUT OF THE SHADOWS

POLITICAL ACTION AND THE INFORMAL
ECONOMY IN LATIN AMERICA

Edited by Patricia Fernandez-Kelly
and Jon Shefner

“This volume makes a crucial contribution

to the scholarly and policy literatures by
emphasizing the embeddedness of informal
economies in state-society arrangements
that cut across local, national, and trans-
national terrains of the Latin American and
global political economies. The volume
represents essential reading for scholars,
policy specialists, students, and others who
seek to make sense of the politico-social
consequences of deepening inequality and
poverty in the contemporary world.”
—Richard Tardanico,

Florida International University
288 pages | $28.00 paper
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The Public Historian is the definitive voice of the public
history profession, providing historians with the latest
scholarship and applications from the field. Besides stimu-
lating articles that demonstrate the breadth of public his-
tory, each issue also includes book reviews, museum and
exhibit reviews, and film and electronic media reviews.
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