“THE BOTTOM
DROPPED OUT OF
MY BARGE!”

This was the problem someone recently faced.
When we heard about it we were sympathetic,
for the barge in question was a houseboat, and
most of the owner’s worldly goods had vanished
in the catastrophe.

Many people would not think of looking to
bacteriology for the answer. But if they did they
would learn that members of the Desulphovibrio
group, which are commonly present in soil and
water, can corrode steel.

These anaerobic organisms, first described
in 1895 by Beijerinck, are capable of reducing
sulphates to sulphides. Their activities, often
accompanied by the production of hydrogen
sulphide, may result in the corrosion of buried
iron pipes and the steel hulls of barges.

By the use of Baar's or Starkey's media they
are comparatively easy to isolate as crude
cultures.

Electron micrograph :
desulphovibrio
desulphuricans

FOR PROGRESSIVE LABORATORIES CULTURE MEDIA

The use of Oxoid Culture Media ensures constant uni-
formity and quality in your laboratory technique, Abso-
lutely reliable, quick, convenient and economical,
Oxoid Culture Media are available in tablet or granular
form. If you would like the manual of all Oxoid prepara-
tions, write to: The OXOID Division of OXO Ltd.,
Thames House, Queen Street Place, London, E.C.4
(Central 9781).
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