
Seed Science Research is the offi cial Journal of the International Society for Seed Science

The contents of this journal are available to subscribers online at 
journals.cambridge.org/SSR

Aims and Scope
Seed Science Research is an international journal that publishes original papers, as well as reviews and 

 opinion papers, dealing primarily with the fundamentals of seed research with emphasis on the physiology, 
 biochemistry, molecular biology and ecology of seed development, dormancy and germination. 

The importance of seeds to propagation, food, biofuel and biodiversity is of increasing interest and therefore 
submissions on seed genetics, seed biotechnology, seed treatment and seedling establishment are especially 

encouraged if they are novel and ‘seed driven’.

NOTES FOR AUTHORS
Seed Science Research provides an international vehicle for the publication of original papers and review articles on the fundamental aspects of seed 
 research. The emphasis is on the physiology, biochemistry, molecular biology and ecology of seeds, covering the following key topics: seed and embryo 
 development, genetic engineering (modifi cation), biotechnology, maturation, dormancy, germination, viability, longevity, vigour, chemical and structural 
defences, reserve mobilization, ecophysiology, seed–soil and seed–animal interactions and computer modelling.

All articles should be exclusively submitted via the link on the Journal’s 
homepage at www.journals.cambridge.org/ssr

Authors are asked to keep personal copies of all fi les submitted.

On submission
Text. Articles should be single column, double line spaced. The use of 
 formatting should be minimal. However, when necessary bold, italic, 
 subscript and superscript should be indicated using the facilities of the word 
processing software. Tables, fi gures and equations should also be  included as 
separate pages, and appropriately cited within the text (i.e. “Table 1 here”). 
Standard abbreviations (e.g. Fig. and Figs) and IUPAC units must be used. 
Use  British rather than American spellings. Use ‘z’ rather than ‘s’ spellings 
in words with ‘ize’.
Abstract. Each article must commence with an accurate, informative 
 abstract in one paragraph, that is complete in itself and intelligible without 
reference to text or fi gures. It should not exceed 250 words. A short title 
should be provided as a running head.
Keywords. Between four and seven should be given in alphabetical 
 order. They should include the main subjects of the research and the plant 
 material.
Tables. Tables should be reduced to the simplest form and present only 
essential data. The use of vertical rules should be avoided whenever 
 possible.
Illustrations. All fi gures should be accompanied by appropriate legends. 
The inclusion of color illustrations will require the authors to make a fi nancial 
contribution towards the costs.
To ensure that your fi gures are reproduced to the highest possible standards, 
Cambridge Journals recommends the following formats and resolutions for 
supplying electronic fi gures. 
Please ensure that your fi gures are saved at fi nal publication size and are 
in our recommended fi le formats. Following these guidelines will result 
in high quality images being reproduced in both the print and the online 
 versions of the journal. 

Line artwork 
Format: tif or eps 
Colour mode: black and white (also known as 1-bit) 
Resolution: 1200 dpi 
Combination artwork (line/tone) 
Format: tif or eps 
Colour mode: grayscale (also known as 8-bit) 
Resolution: 800 dpi 
Black and white halftone artwork 
Format: tif 
Colour mode: grayscale (also known as 8-bit) 
Resolution: 300 dpi 
Colour halftone artwork 
Format: tif 
Colour mode: CMYK colour 
Resolution: 300 dpi

Supplementary Material. There will normally be one of the following 
 reasons for you to be supplying supplementary material to accompany the 
online version of your article:
1. You wish to link to additional information which due to its nature does 
not lend itself to print media (examples – full data sets, movie or sounds 
fi les etc…)
2. The Editor of the Journal has requested that you extract certain information 
from the original article in order to allow for space constraints of the print 
version.
3. You have requested additional material to be available to accompany an 
article that does not normally allow such material to be included (example  
– tables to accompany a correspondence article).

N.B: Please note that no copyediting or quality assurance measures will be 
undertaken on supplementary material (other than to ensure that the fi le is 
intact). The authors therefore warrant that the supplementary material that 
they submit is in a suitable format for publication in this manner. The material 
shall be published online in exactly the form that it is supplied.

References. References are loosely based on the Harvard System; they are 
cited in the text, using the author’s surname and the year of  publication, 
e.g. Henderson (1999) in chronological order. Where a  reference has two 
authors ‘and’ should be used in the text and the reference list. Where three 
or more authors appear ‘et al.’ should be used in the text, e.g. Hoekstra et 
al. (1999), but the surnames and  initials of all the authors must be given in 
the list as follows.
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On fi nal acceptance
Proofs. The corresponding author will receive a PDF fi le page proofs 
by email.

Copyright. Authors will be supplied with a copyright form which must 
be completed and returned to the Publisher. Papers are accepted on the 
understanding that the work has been submitted exclusively to the  Journal 
and has not been previously printed elsewhere unless otherwise stated. 
 Violations of scientifi c ethics, such as submission of work already published 
elsewhere, material in press, or plagiarism of other published work (in print 
or electronic form), will result in severe penalties. A lifetime ban will be 
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Offprints. The author of an accepted paper will receive a free PDF fi le via 
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