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Film Studies from Princeton
Italian Film in the 
Light of Neorealism
Millicent Marcus

“This is unquestionably one of the 
best works on Italian cinema I have 
read in any language.... an exceptional 
work that will become an instant 
classic on publication. It will be must 
reading for anyone interested in Italian 
culture in any way.”
—Ben Lawton, Purdue University

The movement known as neoreal­
ism lasted seven years, generated only 
twenty-one films, failed at the box 
office, and fell short of its didactic and 
aesthetic aspirations. Yet, it exerted 
such a profound influence on Italian 
cinema that all the best postwar 
directors had to come to terms with it, 
whether in seeming imitation (the 
early Olmi), in commercial exploita­
tion (the middle Comencini), or in 
ostensible rejection (the recent 
Tavianis). Despite the reactionary 
pressures of the marketplace and the 
highly personalized visions of Fellini, 
Antonioni, and Visconti, Italian 
cinema has maintained its moral 
commitment to use the medium in 
socially responsible ways—if not to 
change the world, as the first 
neorealists hoped, then at least to 
move filmgoers to face the pressing 
economic, political, and human 
problems in their midst. From 
Rossellini's Open City (1945) to the 
Taviani brothers' Night of the Shooting 
Stars (1982), the author does close 
readings of seventeen films that tell 
the story of neorealism's evolving 
influence on Italian postwar cinematic 
expression.
17 stills. P: $17.50. C: $48.00

♦♦♦

Film in the Aura of Art
Dudley Andrew

"These essays are clear, passionate, 
and compelling, and exemplify, in a 
unique and significant way, Andrew's 
critical position.”
—Nick Browne, University of 
California at Los Angeles

In essays on the work of nine 
important filmmakers (Griffith, 
Murnau, Vigo, Capra, Delannoy, 
Bresson, Olivier, Welles, and 
Mizoguchi), Dudley Andrew examines 
films that demanded of their first 
audiences—and still demand of 
us—the concentration provoked by 
masterpieces of painting, music, or 
poetry.
18 pages of illustrations.
P: $9.95. C: $25.00

♦♦♦
At your bookstore or
Princeton University Press
41 William Street, Princeton, N, 08540
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