
COLONIALISM AND THE EU LEGAL ORDER

This book shows how Europe’s history of colonialism has shaped the develop-
ment of the EU legal order. It offers an account of the impact European colo-
nialism has had on the application of law, on the methods of actors, on the 
workings of institutions, and on changes in EU membership over time. Using 
different case studies, the sixteen chapters of this book address questions con-
cerning how colonial continuities in EU law can be identified; how to under-
stand the present application of EU law through the history of colonialism; and 
how Europe’s colonial history casts new light on EU legal theory and concepts. 
This book is intended to sharpen analysis of the history, as well as of the present 
and future application, of EU law. This title is also available as open access on 
Cambridge Core.

Hanna Eklund is Assistant Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of 
Copenhagen. She was previously a postdoctoral fellow at Sciences Po Law School 
and holds a PhD from the European University Institute. Her research interests 
lie in EU law in its social and political context. 
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Since 1970, the Law in Context series has been at the forefront of a movement 
to broaden the study of law. The series is a vehicle for the publication of innova-
tive monographs and texts that treat law and legal phenomena critically in their 
cultural, social, political, technological, environmental and economic contexts. 
A contextual approach involves treating legal subjects broadly, using materials 
from other humanities and social sciences, and from any other discipline that 
helps to explain the operation in practice of the particular legal field or legal 
phenomena under investigation. It is intended that this orientation is at once 
more stimulating and more revealing than the bare exposition of legal rules. The 
series includes original research monographs, coursebooks and textbooks that 
foreground contextual approaches and methods. The series includes and wel-
comes books on the study of law in all its contexts, including domestic legal sys-
tems, European and international law, transnational and global legal processes, 
and comparative law.
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International Journal of Law in Context: A Global Forum  
for Interdisciplinary Legal Studies

The International Journal of Law in Context is the companion journal to the Law in 
Context book series and provides a forum for interdisciplinary legal studies and 
offers intellectual space for ground-breaking critical research. It publishes con-
textual work about law and its relationship with other disciplines including but 
not limited to science, literature, humanities, philosophy, sociology, psychology, 
ethics, history and geography. More information about the journal and how to 
submit an article can be found at http://journals.cambridge.org/ijc
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