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Introduction: Current valid classification systems (ICD-10 and DSM-1V) of the alcohol-
induced disorders include: acute intoxication, pathological intoxication, alcohol withdrawal
syndrome, psychotic disorder with delusions or hallucinations, delirium tremens , amnesic
syndrome, mood disorders and anxiety disorders caused by alcohol consumption (only in
DSM-1V) and sexual dysfunction.

Aim: To consider adequacy of existing classifications of alcohol dependency and to offer
more adequate suggestion for ICD-11 and DSM-V.

Methodology: Authors compared and analyzed the diagnostic criteria that are offered in the
current classifications for these disorders.

Results: There are many similarities and many differences between existing diagnostic
criteria's. The former name of the DSM-IV (Substance related disorders, which include
Alcohol related disorders) is inappropriate since it excludes other related disorders. Another
important issue that is currently a subject of extensive discussions in the process of finalizing
the DSM-V refers to the current distinction terms abuse and alcohol dependence. Scientific
documents about the criteria of abuse and dependence in clinical samples and samples from
the general population suggest that the DSM-IV criteria for abuse and dependence can be
considered as part of a one-dimensional structure, thus for DSM-V it could be combined into
a single disorder, with two criteria to make a diagnosis.

Conclusion: It is expected that the principles adopted by the WHO during the preparation for
ICD-11, which includes bridging the differences between ICD and DSM and the introduction
of the person centered integrative diagnosis (PID) will be an important step forward in
understanding and distinction among alcohol induced mental disorders.
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