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Princeton
Rich  and  Strange

GENDER, HISTORY, 
MODERNISM

MARIANNE De KOVEN

■M

Like the products of the "sea-change" described in 
Ariel’s song in The Tempest, modernist writing is 
"rich and strange." Its density and its dislocations 
have until now been viewed as a repudiation of the 
cultural implications of turn-of-the-century political 
radicalism. Marianne DeKoven argues powerfully to 
the contrary, maintaining that modernist form 
evolved precisely as a means of representing the 
terrifying appeal of movements such as socialism 
and feminism.

"This Is a ground-breaking work. The explica-
tions of texts are original and Insightful, but It is 
the force and originality of the general argument 
that make Rich and Strange an important book."
—Lucio Ruotoio, Stanford University
Paper: SI2.95 ISBN 0-691-01496-5
Cloth: $39,50 ISBN 0-691-06869-0

Sequel to History offers a comprehensive defini-
tion of postmodernism as a reformation of time. 
Elizabeth Deeds Ermarth uses a diversified theoreti-
cal approach—drawing on post-structuralism, 
feminism, new historicism, and twentieth-century 
science—to demonstrate the crisis of our dominant 
idea of history and its dissolution in the rhythmic 
time of postmodernism.

"Elizabeth Ermarth presents us with a responsi-
ble, thorough, and yet winnlngly Idiosyncratic sur-
vey of postmodernist writing.... Her fine study 
of the nature of time and of literary postmoder-
nism is provocatively argued and arranged.”
—Maria DiBattista, Princeton University 
Paper: $14.95 ISBN 0-691-01517-1
Cloth: $39.95 ISBN 0-691-06930-1
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and 
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is 
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly methods 
and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, 
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications 
of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable 
presentation. Manuscripts in languages other than English are accepted for review but 
must be accompanied by a detailed summary in English (generally of 1,000-1,500 
words) and must be translated into English if they are recommended to the Editorial 
Board. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not considered 
for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes translations, which should 
accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its contributors to be sensi-
tive to the social implications of language and to seek wording free of discriminatory 
overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article submitted 
is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Committee. 
Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the Editorial 
Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a final 
decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, to 
members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be addressed 
to the Editor of PMLA, Modem Language Association, 10 Astor Place, New York, 
NY 10003-6981. An author’s name should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a 
cover sheet, with the author’s name, address, and the title of the article, should accom-
pany the article. Authors should not refer to themselves in the first person in the 
submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary references 
to the author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for trans-
lations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as independent 
units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types of proposals 
are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not lost its force-
fulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy event for a 
broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and potential 
influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous 
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with 
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary 
of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000 
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay 
if the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original. In 
addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the essay or to designate a 
translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word sample of the translation 
should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA's 9,000-word limit. The 
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the trans-
lations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900104973 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900104973


Contents

Cover illustration: Tombs in the 
valley of the Karmadon, in the 
Caucasus. Detail of a photograph 
by Fitzroy Maclean, from his To 
Caucasus: The End of All the 
Earth, Boston: Little, 1976, follow-
ing 166. Copyright © 1976 by Sir 
Fitzroy Maclean. Reprinted with 
permission of the author and Little, 
Brown and Company.

Special Topic................................................................................... 215

Forthcoming in PMLA..................................................................215

Editor’s Column...........................................................................217

Poetry as a Form of Resistance to Reality
Joseph Brodsky...................................................................................220

Russian Cluster

Introduction
Gary Saul Morson.................................................................... 226

Exile, Elegy, and Auden in Brodsky’s “Verses on the 
Death of T. S. Eliot”
David M. Bethea.................................................................... 232

Prisoners of the Caucasus: Ideologies of Imperialism in 
Lermontov’s “Bela”
Peter Scotto..............................................................................246

Resurrection a la Russe: Tolstoy’s The Living Corpse as 
Cultural Paradigm
Andrew Wachtel.................................................................... 261

Le cousin Pons and the Invention of Ideology
Lynn R. Wilkinson.........................................................................274

Nobody’s Angels: Domestic Ideology and Middle-Class 
Women in the Victorian Novel
Elizabeth Langland.........................................................................290

Leda and the Modernists
Helen Sword.................................................................................. 305

The Signifying Modernist: Ralph Ellison and the Limits of 
the Double Consciousness
William Lyne.................................................................................. 319

Ellison’s Invisible Man\ Emersonianism Revised
Kun Jong Lee.................................................................................. 331

The Expressive Power of Language: On the Function of 
Rhetoric for Knowledge
Hans-Georg Gadamer....................................................................345

Forum....................................................................................... 353

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900104973 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900104973


Forthcoming Meetings and Conferences of General
Interest........................................................................................358

Index of Advertisers...................................................................... 359

Professional Notes and Comment................................................ 372
Announcements 372 
Journal Notes 376
Meeting of the MLA Executive Council 380 
In Memoriam 384

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900104973 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900104973



