
THE ICE RA I LWAY* 

THIS scen e is a contempora ry art ist's impress ion of a photographer under the usua l black 
cloth taking a picture of the ina ugura l train on the St. Lawren ce Ri ver in Janua ry 1880. 

The schem e was formulated in order to connect the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa a nd O cci­
dental R a ilway's line from the north , with tha t of the South Eastern R a ilway's route to New 
England on th e other side of the river. The only bridge at tha t time was that of the Grand 
Trunk R a ilway of Canada, som e distance furth er up-stream . 

The ice was found to be '2 to 4 feet (0·6- 1 ''2 m. ) . In order to distribute the weight of the 
tra in over a w ide a rea of ice, large timbers varying in length from I '2 to 14 feet (3 . 6- 7' 3 m. ) 
were la id crossways, with simi la r timbers leng thwise above these . On top of these o rdinary 
sleepers were laid. 

The o ffi cia l op ening took place on 3 1 Janua ry 1880, when a special train , consisting of the 
sma ll locomotive " W. H . Pangman" a nd two Hat cars fitted with railings and seats, se t out 
wi th a load of government, civi c a nd rai lway officia ls and guests ; while other, less venturesome 
guests, crossed the river in sleighs on the nearby and parall el road. 

The tota l weight of the tra in with its '250 passen gers aboard was estimated at 60 tons. The 
tra in stopped to be photogra phed but, when it started aga in , the passengers were a mused to 
see the photographer running a fter it, waving his arms wild ly a nd shouting " Arretez! Arretez! 
.J'a i manque mon coup! " 

The crossing was successfu ll y accomplished , at an average speed of ten miles per hour, and 
on a rr ival a t the south shore, the g uests were treated to a banquet in the Longueuil sta tion of 
the South Eastern Railway. The line was used for about two months , a lthough after the midd le 
of M arch the use of the locomotive was discontinued a nd horses substituted. The track was 
taken up at the end of the month, and on 17 Apri l, the river being now clear of ice, the new 
car ferry " South Eastern" began runn ing. 

The scheme worked with varying fortune each winter for four years. After that the Cana­
dia n Pacific R a ilway took over , a nd in 1887 the Saint Lawrence Bridge, near Lachine, was 
completed. 

* Acknowledgem ent is made to the Canadian Rail way Histo rical Assoc iation of Montrea l, a nd to a pamphlet 
in the Socie ty's Libra l'y, The lee Railway , by R obert P. Brown. 
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