The economic burden of schizophrenia

mental illness hospitals or units for schizophrenia
declined from approximately 70% (5,413) to 46%
(3,871).

The proportion of all people with schizophrenia
admitted to mental iliness hospitals or units declined
from about 21% to 16% over the same period
(DOH 1988). Furthermore the proportion of people
with an in-patient admission of less than 1 month
increased from 9.6% in 1975 to 22% in 1981. The
proportion of people with an in-patient admission
of over 5 years declined from 4% in 1975 to 2.6% in
1981. The number of readmissions in 1971 was
26,245 compared to 24,571 in 1981. The majority of
people with schizophrenia now live in their own
homes or community based residential accommo-
dation, using day care or out-patient services.
Approximately 75% of people receive regular neuro-
leptic medication which represents 0.6% of the total
economic cost of schizophrenia. Up to 75% of
people with chronic schizophrenia are maintained in
the community.

The development of adequate community care
services and medicines that will enable patients to be
maintained in the community is therefore a priority
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if the economic burden of schizophrenia is to be
reduced.
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