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A Sense of Things
The Object Matter of American
Literature
Bill Brown
“A daringly original study of
‘things’ in American art and
thought at the turn of the last
century, A Sense of Things opens
vistas of speculation that will
inspire American cultural studies
for many years to come. The lit-
erary analyses at the center of the
book—works by Mark Twain,
Frank Norris, Sarah Orne Jewett,
and Henry James—are enhanced
and brilliantly illuminated by an
extraordinary array of insights
from philosophy, anthropology,
visual art, social history, and
material culture. In this powerful,
courageous, and absolutely com-
pelling work, Bill Brown delivers 
a stunning new interpretation of
the passage of American culture,
in the broadest sense, into the
complex modernity of the 
early twentieth century.”
—Alan Trachtenberg, 
Yale University
Cloth $32.00 

Black, White, 
and in Color
Essays on American Literature
and Culture
Hortense J. Spillers
“Hortense Spillers has been one
of the central shaping forces in
African American feminist theory
and criticism for the past two
decades. Each of us in the field—
both colleagues and students—
have profited greatly from her
bold, insightful, and original
interpretations of what it means
to be black and a woman and dare
to speak or write. Spillers’s voice
has played such a fundamental
part in contemporary critical dis-
course that one can hardly believe
that her work has not been col-
lected before. But Black, White,
and in Color was well worth the
wait. Its publication only reaffirms
Spillers’s pivotal role as a major
thinker in African American 
letters and literary theory.”
—Henry Louis Gates Jr., 
Harvard University
Paper $27.50 

Barbaric Intercourse
Caricature and the Culture of
Conduct, 1841–1936
Martha Banta
“Stunningly erudite and thorough,
richly informative and insightful,
broadly contextualized and utterly
fascinating. Martha Banta is one of
the most impressive and accom-
plished scholars in the field, and
all of her work—this book no
exception—justifies the reputation.
This book will be essential reading
for scholars of American literature
and culture.”—Priscilla Wald,
Duke University
Paper $30.00

Literature after
Feminism
Rita Felski
“Gives feminist criticism a public
voice. Disproving its critical cari-
catures while dealing squarely 
with its weaknesses, Felski explains
what feminist criticism is all about.
This timely and useful book car-
ries out an important political and
intellectual task, and is an absolute
pleasure to read.”—Toril Moi,
Duke University 
Paper $16.00 

The Mourner’s Song
War and Remembrance 
from the Iliad to Vietnam
James Tatum
“The classicist James Tatum 
has taken two numinous texts,
Homer’s Iliad and Maya Lin’s
Vietnam Memorial, and studied
them in their various dimensions
along with other voices like
Robert Lowell and General
Grant, creating something new
out of man’s obsession with war
and memory that roves back—
like the rose—through so many
wild centuries to our origins and
the titanic wrath of Achilles
before the walls of Troy.”
—Gore Vidal 
Cloth $32.00 

literary matter
New from Chicago

The University of Chicago Press  1427 East 60th Street, Chicago, IL 60637    www.press.uchicago.edu

MLA_PMLA-118.3_cvr  6/20/03  9:13 AM  Page 2

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
16

32
/S

00
30

81
29

00
10

76
18

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900107618


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900107618 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900107618

