
MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON
S NOW AND ICE, ROM E, I 954

THE tenth General Assembly of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics was held.
in Rome from 14 to 25 September 1954 under the auspices of the Consiglio Nazionale delle
Richerche and under the presidency of Professor S. Chapman.

The Commission on Snow and Ice is one of the Commissions of the Association of Hydrology,
itself one of the several component bodies of the Union; full details of the relationship were
given in an earlier issue of this Journal. *'

The place of meeting was the handsome building known as E.U.R., Exposition Universelle de
Rome. Although this lay some 8 km. from the centre of the city, a half-hourly service of motor
coaches made access and departure easy. The great size of the building (which also housed a large
exhibition of geophysical instruments) and the many temporarily contrived lecture theatres made
it an agreeable and convenient centre.

The first meeting of the Commission took place on Tuesday, 14 September. The original plan
had been to hold only five meetings, but later this number was officially increased to seven in view
of the large number of papers presented. In addition a joint meeting of the Associations of
Seismology and Hydrology heard a paper by Monsieur J. Holtzscherer on " Seismic studies on the
Greenland Ice Cap"; a special session was also arranged to consider the Commission's interest in
the International Geophysical Year, and lastly an eighth meeting of the Commission was infor-
mally convened to continue some unfinished discussions. This final meeting took place on Tuesday
afternoon, 21 September.

In accordance with custom the President of the Commission, Mr. G. Seligman, deputed his
chairmanship at several of the meetings; Professors Haefeli (Switzerland), Finsterwalder (Ger-
many), Bossolasco (Italy), Parde (France) and Th6rarinsson (Iceland) were invited to take charge
of meetings. Mr. J. M. Wordie presided at the International Geophysical Year session.

The opening meeting of the Association of Hydrology took place in the morning of 14 Sep-
tember and the closing meeting in the afternoon of 23 September.

In addition to the paper read at the joint meeting and the Presidential Address on "Recent
trends in glaciological research" fifty-six papers were presented to the Commission, of which
thirty-nine were read in full or in part, the remainder, unfortunately, by title only. It would be a
good plan for the future if authors who are unable to be present a,t meetings would instruct
deputies to read the papers on their behalf.

Discussion was facilitated by the pre-publication of abstracts of all the papers-a big under-
taking for which, and for much other excellent organization, credit is due to Professor L. J. Tison,
the Secretary of the Association, and his assistants, Monsieur Gerard Tison and Mlle M. Tison.

It was said by many that these meetings of the Commission had been the most fruitful and
successful of any that had been held since the original Commission on Snow had been formed
and for this Professor Tison and the Secretary of the Commission, Mr. P. D. Baird, were mainly
responsible. One or two authors produced on their own initiative translations into English or
French of the abstracts of their papers. This innovation proved very useful in stimulating dis-
cussion and could be more widely adopted.

Some papers by their nature lead to valuable discussions, but others, especially those with
formulae and graphs, have to be studied in print before much useful comment can be made. For
this reason early publication of papers is desirable. But the task of editing so much material is not
easy. Publication of the papers read at Brussels in 195I followed in about six months-a commend-
able achievement-and it is to be hoped that the 1954 papers will continue to be published from

" Meeting of the International Commission on Snow and Ice, Brussels, 1951 (Journal of Glaciology, Vol. 2, No. I I,
1952, p. 60).
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Professor Tison's office, which is probably the only way in which the whole bulk of the trans-
actions of the Commission can appear in reasonable time.

At the end of the Conference of the LV.G.G. the question of the International Geophysical
Year 1956-57 was discussed by an International Committee upon which Professor G. Manley
acted as representative for Great Britain.*'

The next Assembly of the LV.G.G. will be held in Buenos Aires in 1957. It is to be hoped
that it will not be unfortunate for the Commission on Snow and Ice that it is to be held in a
country where hitherto there has not been much glaciological study and where distance may be
a handicap for many European glaciologists. It may be, however, that the newly formed National
Institute of the "Continental Ice" of Patagonia will have results to contribute by then.

In the course of the meetings the President read a message from Dr. P. L. Mercanton suggest-
ing that a tour of the Swiss glaciers for members of the Commission should be arranged in con-
junction with the next triennial Assembly. This may now prove less easy in view of its taking place
in South America; but it could still be held if the date were early enough not to clash with the
main meeting of the Commission. Alternatively it might take place in the previous year. Such a
tour would undoubtedly be popular and is very desirable. It might be better for some more
corporate body than the Commission, such as this Society, to make the arrangements.

In accordance with the principle decided in 1951 at Brussels no subjects have been set for
the papers to be read in 1951. This proved eminently satisfactory at Rome and provided valuable
papers in the many widely differing and rapidly developing aspects of glaciology.

For the next triennium Professor R. Haefeli (Zurich) takes the place of the retiring President.
The Vice-Presidents are Professor R. Finsterwalder (Munich) and Professor A. Bauer (Stras-
bourg). The Commission is fortunate to be able to retain as Secretary, Mr. P. D. Baird, who is
now resident in Scotland.

• A separate report appears on p. 48::.

PAPERS READ BEFORE
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON

SNOW AND ICE, 1954

Great Britain

Italy

United States
Germany
Switzerland

Switzerland

United States
Sweden
Switzerland

Austria
United States

Great Britain
United States

Calvin J. Heusser"
Erik Bergstrom t
P. L. Mercanton t

M. Vanni

H. Hoinkes
W. O. Field·

P. Kasser

Maynard M. Miller
R. Finsterwalder
P. L. Mercanton t

GLACIER TEMPERATURE, REGIME AND FLUCTUATION
The use of stakes in measuring the accumulation of snow on glaciers C. W. M. Swithin-

bank t
G. de Q. Robin t
A. E. Harrison •

Some factors affecting the temperature distribution in large ice sheets
Fluctuations of the Nisqually Glacier, Mt. Rainier, Washington, during the

last two centuries
Glaciothermal investigations on the Upper Taku Glacier, Alaska
Der Gletscherruckgang in den Ostalpen
Aires englaciees et altitudes des fronts des glaciers des alpes suisses et leurs

variations d'apres I'atlas Siegfried (1877) et la carte nationale (1932)
Sur Ie bilan hydrologique des bassins glaciaires avec application au Grand

Glacier d'A1etsch
Glacier fluctuations in the Canadian Rockies
Studies of the variations in size of Swedish glaciers in recent centuries
Rapport sur les variations de longueur des glaciers d'Europe durant la period

1950-1953
Considerations sur les variations frontales des glaciers italiens au cours des

quarante dernieres annees
Messungen der ablation und der Wiirrneurnsatz auf Alpengletschern
Summary of North American glacier fluctuations

W. V. Lewis
Gordon Manley

GLACIERS AND ICE COVER (VARIOUS)
Ice thickness measurements in Queen Maud Land, Antarctica G. de Q. Robin t
Glaciological studies in the Penny Highland, Baffin Island, 1953 W. H. Ward
Observations on the Nisqually Glacier and other glaciers in the northwestern A. Johnson"

United States
Pressure release and glacial erosion
On the occurrence of ice domes and permanently snow-covered summits

Great Britain
Great Britain
United States

Great Britain
Great Britain
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