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COVER: THE ASTON PROCESS: BESSEMER FURNACE POURING
MOLTEN IRON. The Aston process, introduced in the 1930s, was the first
successful replacement for hand puddling in iron production. The illustration
shows the tapping of the Bessemer furnace at an A. M. Byers plant. After ten
minutes at blast, the molten pig iron was poured into a bath of silicate slag
prepared in a rotary furnace elsewhere in the mill. (Photograph from James
Aston and Edward Story, Wrought Iron: Its Manufacture, Characteristics and
Applications [Pittsburgh, Pa., 1957], reproduced with the permission of
GenCorp.) For an article on iron puddlers, unions, and management at A. M.
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