Socialist De-Colony

Led by the charismatic Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana won its political
independence from the United Kingdom in 1957. It precipitated both
the dying spiral of colonialism across the African continent and the
world’s first black socialist state. Utilizing materials from Ghanaian,
Russian, English, and American archives, Nana Osei-Opare offers a
provocative and new reading of this defining moment in world history
through the eyes of workers, writers, students, technical experts, minis-
ters, and diplomats. Osei-Opare shows how race and Ghana-Soviet
spaces influenced, enabled, and disrupted Ghana’s transformational
socialist, Cold War, and decolonization projects to achieve black free-
dom. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Nana Osei-Opare is Assistant Professor of History at Rice University.
He was a National Endowment for the Humanities/Ford Foundation
Fellow at the Schomburg Center (2023-2024) and an Andrew
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