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Language and Desire in 
Seneca's Phaedra
Charles Segal

This close reading of Seneca's most
influential tragedy explores the question of 
how poetic language produces the impres­
sion of an individual self, a full personality 
with a conscious and unconscious emo­
tional life. Discussing Seneca's language as a 
vehicle for revealing the repressed or im­
perfectly understood desires of his charac­
ters, Charles Segal demonstrates that the 
poet's deliberate distortions of rhetoric 
function in a manner akin to the transfor­
mative processes of the unconscious.
Seneca sets each character into a psycho­
logical landscape in which ancient mythical 
symbols are reinterpreted in a new, inter­
nalizing way. At the same time, his 
elaborate style reflects awareness of his 
own textual production. $30.00

Pindar's Mythmaking
The Fourth Pythian Ode 
Charles Segal

Combining historical and philological 
method with contemporary literary 
analysis, this study of Pindar's longest and 
most elaborate victory ode, the Fourth 
Pythian, traces the underlying mythical 
patterns, implicit poetics, and processes of 
mythopoesis that animate his poetry. It is 
particularly concerned with the way in 
which he incorporates patriarchal and aris­
tocratic ideology, myths of creations and 
first beginnings, the voyage to the limits of 
the world, and the myth of the hero. $24.00

Understanding Terence
Sander M. Goldberg

Instead of seeing Terence primarily as an 
adapter of Greek New Comedy, Sander 
Goldberg treats him as an innovative 
dramatist writing for a specifically Roman 
audience. His book will interest not only 
students of classical literature but also 
those concerned with wider problems of 
critical theory and the comic tradition.
Alert to Terence's mastery of dramatic 
technique, Professor Goldberg combines 
literary and philological techniques to 
redirect the study of his works from its 
traditional preoccupation with source 
criticism to a fuller understanding of his 
aims and methods as a dramatist and of his 
considerable influence on subsequent Latin 
literature. $28.50

Eros the Bittersweet
An Essay 
Anne Carson

"This is an extraordinary book — the 
book of a poet, a subtle critic, and a scholar.
It is also a brilliant piece of writing: flaw­
lessly phrased throughout, constantly sur­
prising but never disappointing, and laced 
with a wit that is all the more effective 
because it is perfectly disciplined."
—Bernard Knox
Published for the Center for Hellenic Studies 
$20.00

Averroes'Middle 
Commentary on Aristotle's 
Poetics
Translated, with notes and introduction, by 
Charles E. Butterworth 

Said to be the greatest among the Muslim 
commentators on Aristotle, Averroes (1126 
-1198) in this work investigates his own 
poetical tradition from a unique Platonic 
and Aristotelian perspective. The result is 
an eloquent analysis of the qualities of both 
Greek and Arabic poetry. Charles Butter- 
worth offers a translation of the commen­
tary that is not only the first in English 
from the Arabic original, but the first from 
the Arabic text in any language other than 
medieval Hebrew or Latin. $22.50

---------------------------------------------------------At your bookstore or-----------------------------------------------------------------
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Dialogics as an Art of Discourse in Literary Criticism.
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Abstract. If a dialogics, inspired by the work of Mikhail Bakhtin, were recognized as an 
art of discourse on the level of the arts of rhetoric and dialectic, it might shape a critical 
practice different from those governed by the more familiar arts. Tzvetan Todorov’s recent 
essay on dialogic criticism and Merle Brown’s account of F. R. Leavis’s “collaborative ex­
change” in criticism contribute to the invention of such an art; further efforts to ration­
alize it seem desirable and possible in the present critical conversation. (DHB)

“Conveniency to Nature”: Literary Art and Arbitrariness.
Charles Eric Reeves ....... 798

Abstract. Despite its prominence in many critical lexicons, the term “literary convention” 
rarely receives sustained theoretical scrutiny. Rather, it has served interpreters, and even 
theorists, as a kind of general-purpose catchall, loosely synonymous with “custom,”
“habit,” “assumption,” “myth,” “cliche,” “fiction,” or the French convenance. I argue 
that a philosophically rigorous definition of social convention may work heuristically to 
clarify what literary convention means and how it functions within a larger poetics. In par­
ticular, an intelligible notion of literary convention will help clarify the dialectical relation 
of mimesis and semiosis—what derives from the “natural” world and what results from 
an internal economy of parts and whole. (CER)

Toward a Theory of the Engaging Narrator: Earnest Interventions in
Gaskell, Stowe, and Eliot. Robyn R. Warhol . .811

Abstract. Narrative theorists generally assume that narratees in novels are distinct from 
actual readers, as narrators are from authors. In early novels by Stowe, Gaskell, and Eliot, 
however, “engaging narrators” encourage actual readers to identify with the “you” that 
appears in narrative interventions. These novelists explicitly hoped to stir actual readers’ 
sympathy for real-world sufferers, possibly even to move readers to action. An engaging 
narrator, unlike a “distancing” one, calls the narratee “you” (not “the reader”); assumes 
that the narratee sympathizes with the story; claims that the characters are “real”; and con­
sistently directs the actual reader to consider the parallels between the fiction and “real 
life.” Since these strategies seem to originate in certain nineteenth-century women’s texts, 
narrative theory’s omission of them may have implications for gender criticism. (RRW)
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of representation as a potentially infinite dispersal of delegates without a guiding origin 
or authority. (JR)
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