FROM WASHINGTON

New National Critical
Materials Council Exec
Addresses Federation of
Materials Societies

Robert Dale Wilson, the new executive
director of the National Critical Materials
Council described to Federation of Materi-
als Societies member society representa-
tives and guests the current activities of
the Council during a luncheon held De-
cember 11, 1987. In particular he ad-
dressed the Council’s desire to complete
by summer 1988 an “ Advanced Materials
Program Plan” which would be submit-
ted to the Administration for transmittal
to Congress. A program plan for critical
materials, the other half of the Council’s
mandated responsibility, has been fin-
ished and is expected to be released by
late January 1988.

Wilson commended the FMS for proac-
tively helping to identify the important is-
sues for the advanced materials program
and solicited broad input to the work of
the Council. In answer to a question from
the audience, he confirmed that the con-
tent of the Material Science and Engineer-
ing Study of the National Academies will
be taken into account in preparing the ad-
vanced materials plan.

DOD and DOE Project to
Investigate Beryllium Supply

The Departments of Defense and En-
ergy have developed a number of options

that could ensure the timely availability of
the needed quantity of pure beryllium. A
committee of the Research Council’s Na-
tional Materials Advisory Board has un-
dertaken a 16-month project to evaluate
several alternatives: new plants using the
best-available, most economical produc-
tion facilities; new, environmentally safe
plants to recycle scrap; a combination of
both; or upgraded existing facilities.

Lightweight, high-strength, and cor-
rosion-resistant beryllium is a metal with
unique physical and chemical properties.
Its use by the government in aircraft
frames, inertial navigation systems, satel-
lite heat shields, and other areas is essen-
tial, and there is no acceptable substitute.
But only one commercial supplier of bery-
llium is available, and this source, in oper-
ation since the 1950s, is in danger of being
closed down for failure to meet Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
regulations for airborne beryllium parti-
cles.

General Accounting Office to
Assess Scientific Exchange
Agreements

The U.S. General Accounting Office
will assess scientific exchange agreements
with Warsaw Pact nations under the
terms of an amendment to the Foreign
Aid Authorization Act. The amendment
calls for the GAO to study the efficacy of
interagency review of proposed agree-
ments, the consequences of foreign
access to U.S. research, mandatory de-
briefing of U.S. participants in exchanges,
and ways to enhance the benefits to the
United States of exchanges.

Contractor Sought for
Savannah River Plant

U.S. Secretary of Energy John S. Her-
rington has announced that the Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) will have a single
contractor operate its Savannah River
Plant (SRP) near Aiken, South Carolina.
The scope of the contract will include op-
eration of SRP facilities, the Savannah
River Laboratory, and engineering and
construction services.

“It is in the best interest of the Govern-
ment to have a single entity responsible to
DOE for the operation of the Savannah

River Plant,” said Secretary Herrington.
“The Department looks forward to receiv-
ing proposals from individual firms, joint
ventures and others. I encourage all offer-
ers to establish special programs for in-
volvement of major universities in the
research and development activities at Sa-
vannah River Laboratory.”

The new contract will be cost plus
award fee. The source selection official
will be Undersecretary of Energy Joseph
Salgado. A source evaluation board is
scheduled to have its evaluation of pro-
posals to the Undersecretary by October
1, 1988.

The Du Pont Company will not con-
tinue operations at SRP after expiration of
its current contract on September 30,
1989.

NAS/NAE Recommend Best
Sites for Super Collider

The U.S. Department of Energy has re-
ceived from the National Academies of
Sciences and Engineering (NAS/NAE) a
report and a list of unranked, “best quali-
fied” sites for the proposed Supercon-
ducting Super Collider.

Last September, DOE asked the NAS/
NAE to evaluate 36 site proposals in 25
states against DOE prescribed technical
criteria and cost considerations and to rec-
ommend an unranked list of “best quali-
fied” sites. To review the proposals, NAS
and NAE established an evaluation com-
mittee of 21 experts in high energy phys-
ics, engineering geology, accelerator
design, economics, procurement, the en-
vironment, construction and large-facility
management. The committee was chaired
by Edward Frieman, director of the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La
Jolla, CA.

The NAS/NAE report was delivered to
DOE on December 24, 1987 for review.
The department, which expects to com-
plete its internal review in January, will
then issue the final, official “best qualified
list” DOE expects to identify a preferred
site in July and announce a final decision
in January 1989.

The eight sites on the Academies’ rec-
ommended list are in Arizona (Maricopa
site), Colorado, Illinois, Michigan (Stock-
bridge site), New York (Rochester site),
North Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas
(Dallas/Ft. Worth site). o

1988 MRS Spring Meeting Preview—see page 40.
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When Your Research Is So Important,
Why Compromise On Sample Preparation?

South Bay Technology
has been providing the
materials research
community with
superior sample
preparation equipment
for over 22 years. By
designing and
manufacturing our
own equipment, we
have built a reputation
for uncompromising
quality, precision and
service. By listening to
your needs, we have
been able to meet your
requirements for

SBT MODEL 515 Precision Dimpling Instrument for

TEM Specimen Preparation.

design and performance—time and time again!

¢ Slicing Instruments

¢ Lapping & Polishing Instruments

¢ QOrientation Instruments

e TEM Sample Preparation Instruments

e Wafer Mounting Fixtures

e Sample Preparation Supplies

WHY COMPROMISE?

5209 TYLER AVENUE @ TEMPLE CITY, CALIFORNIA 91780-3698

® FAX: 818-442-8

SOUTH BAY TECHNOLOGY inc. :‘fsf;xf‘*;;::zzw)

Australia/New Zealand
Imbros Pty. Ltd.

9 Warwick Street

G.P.O. Box 917

Hobart, Tasmania 7001
Phone: 34 9899/Telex: 58092
Fax: 344532

France

Cryophysics, SA

9, Rue Dallery

Jouy-En-Josas, F-78350, France
Phone: 39-56-00-66/Telex: 696096

Please visit booth no. 101
at the MRS Show in Reno, Aprll 5-7, 1988.

Austria/West Germany
Cryophysics GmbH
Landwehrstrasse 48

Darmstadt D-6100, West Germany
Phone: (06151) 86281/Telex: 419594
Fax: (6151) 84481

Japan

Meiwa Shoji Co., Ltd.

Tenshin Building

12-14, Kyomachibori 1-Chome
Nishi-Ku, Osaka 550 Japan
Phone: 06-448-3474/Telex: 64849
Fax: 816-447-0074

China

Global Technology
Xiyuan Hotel Room 919
Xijiao, Erligou

Beijing, China

Phone: 890721 Ext. 919
Telex: 22831

United Kingdom
Testbourne Ltd.

9 Sheppard Road
Basingstoke, Hampshire
RG21 3HT, England
Phone: (STD 0256) 467055
Telex: 858029
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