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humanized secretary bird . In a book so comprehensive some factual errors
may perhaps be unavoidable, but it is a pity that the excellent photograph
facing page 65 should refer to ““ two sables—a fine male and a female with
smaller horns and a paler coat”’, for the ‘‘ female > is actually a roan
antelope. There can be no better testimony than to conclude with the senti-
ment “ More please, Juliette
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THROW OuT Two HaNDS. By ANTHONY SMITH. Allen and Unwin. 30s.

The author of this remarkable book is not a conservationist in the sense
that he has written any reports or spoken at any technical meetings on the
subject. He is a professional writer with a passionate interest in animals and
lighter-than-air craft. By combining both interests in a series of balloon
trips across sections of East Africa and elsewhere, he has obtained a bird’s-
eye view of the whole sorry problem of land mismanagement. His descrip-
tion of herds of wildebeest on the move across the plains of the Serengeti
are memorable, and he writes objectively of the built-in migratory instinct of
certain animals. The numerous colour photographs are of a very high quality
and along with the sheer adventure of ballooning, he relates carefully what
a layman can both see and learn about the conservation of wildlife. In his
lucid, unaffected style of writing, the author has given us a book based on
personal experience and with a most unusual viewpoint. In short, he has
done something beyond making the usual grand tour of the gamelands by
Land-Rover. The book is unreservedly recommended.

JouN HILLABY.

Forks anD HorPe. By ErLsPETH HuxrLEYy. Chatto and Windus. 30s.

In this timely book by one well versed in her subject, Elspeth Huxley
writes, with her usual sense of style, a narrative packed with fact. It is mainly
a searching analysis of East African politics, politicians, and ways of life as
affected by the ““ wind of change ”, its impact and its implications and less
than one-third is devoted to wildlife. For someone born and bred in Kenya
who was long a part of 2 country she loves, it must indeed have been difficult
to write dispassionately, and poignant are the details of many of the far-
reaching results of the scuttle from Africa. Surely there is a touch of genius
in ‘“ While men create works of art, animals constitute them *’. She explains
graphically and convincingly how first and foremost the preservation and
development of the habitat is the basis of successful conservation. There can
be nothing so disastrous as some forms of ecological change, whether caused
by man, climate, or the wild animals themselves. How incredible is the
intransigence of the Masai in their outlook towards their country. ‘ It’s our
business how we treat it, not yours.” Quite so, but having destroyed their
own habitat, and this is imminent, they will have no country, and then they
will inevitably over-run what has been reserved for the wild animals, to
continue there the process of devastation.

The concept of the sacrosanct National Park has always been bedevilled
by the prospect of overstocking by some of the larger species such as
elephants, buffaloes, and hippos and she refers to what is being done or what
might be done to combat this. Can there be justification for a Government-
sponsored project *“ To exploit the human wish to slaughter animals
an adjunct to conservation ? Does not this conflict with the efforts to foster
in local populations a better understanding of wildlife and its value ? There
is the amazing story of how abnormal, protracted rains induced the breeding
of nine consecutive generations of the biting-fly Stomoxys, which multiplied

https://doi.org/10.1017/50030605300002945 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0030605300002945

