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/WOwg%uC*.  The first and only central ven
a significant medical advancement, par-
titularly in treatment of the critically ill.
However, with increased usage there is
an increased risk of (XC-related  infec-
tion.

The reported frequency of intra-
vascular device-associated bacteremia is
between 0.2% and 0.5% for IV peripher-
al catheters, up to 7.0% for central par-
enteral  nutrition catheters-andfrom
3.8% to 12.0% for centrul  ve?aous
catheters,2  In short, 80% to !3Y?? of each
year’s cases of intravascular-related
bloodstream infection arise from the use
of CVCs! Moreover, a 10% to
20% case fatality rate has been

associated with catheter-
related bacteremia?

reporting 1986 results, Hampton and
Sheretz  determined that nosocomial
infection added a mean of seven days
to a normal hospital stay and increased
the cost by a mean of more than $60001
5 An additional downside: Medicare
reimburses very little of the cost if a
hospital stay is extended to treat bac-
teremia.

When you add the increases in cost
since these studies were made, the eco-
nomic  impact of CVC-related infection
is even more severe. And while new
drugs to fight septic infections offer
hope of better management in some cri-
sis cases, the extreme costs pose a chni-
Cal dilemma for caregivers.

But  ARROWg’ard”  can help reverse
those qkdlng  figures.

Let3  say that a hospital places 500

catheters with ARROWgird*  protection
multi-lumen CZVGs  a year, If the infec-
tion rate Is 4%, 20 infections result. By

,

Complications due to catheter-
related bacteremia are medically unac-
ceptable when the causes are prevent-
able. And in today’s health-care cli-
mate, the monetary cost of treating
nosocomial infection versus the cost of
prevention is similarly unacceptable.

Fortunately, the forces of preven-
tion have gained a new weapon,

ARROWe’ard”  is

nization-
a patentid  colo-

resistant chlor-
hexidine and
silver sulfadiazine
antiseptic surface molecu-
larly bonded into the polyure-
thane catheter material along the
entire indwelling length of each
AkkOWgtard”  blue line CVC.

A recent study indicates that

were twofold Iess likely  to be colonized
than control catheters andfouvfold  less
&I’ toproduce ~XKE?XPT&L  The study
also noted a considerable lengthening
of the safe indwelling period  for
ARROWg’ard” catheters compared to

Do,
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0
?sinning of the end
zd baeberemia.
s catheters with built-in infection protection.,I

bringing the infection rate down to 2%, deflects in case of inadvertent contact guide (.OZS and .035”  diameters avail-
10 cases would be avoided-and, at the with the vessel walIs  to reduce perfora- able) aids in accurate and positive
figure of $6,000 per case for added hos- tion risk. catheter placement.
pitalization,  the added cost for infection * Flexible thromoboresistant

* would be cut in half, from $120,000 to polyurethane material softens in situ for ~f32w--  mGA.

$~o,OOO.  At a cost of $68.20 per excellent indwelling characteristics. ,_.--- 1 ,...“

ARROWgk$’  multi-lumen CVC kit, or *TheAmP
$34,100 for 500 multi-lumen CVCs,  the Raulerson - ~~I* *. me----”  -
hospital retains over half the savings* Introducer /

F Syringe’” sZL‘f
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A free sample because ‘(.,.it is
important to emphasize that the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) defines a reuse day as
three immersion loads of clean,
dry instruments into the same
glutaraldehyde solution over a
day. If the instruments are wet,
contaminated with organic
debris or make up one of many
instrument loads circulated
through the solution, biocidal
efficiency and reuse life may be
decreased markedly?

And because “At 78% of the
facilities, failure to sterilize all

23.9% of the bacterial cultures
from the internal channels of 71
gastrointestinal endoscopes grew
100,000 colonies or more
of bacterial’2

RESEARCH  CORP
F!O.  Box 4002

Elkhart,  IN 46514-0002

. $&#
‘,- , Dialdehyde Solution

and with a number
of other brands of ghdaraldehyde-
based, high level disinfectants.

The World’s Leadirg reducer of Test Systems for Disinfectant Levels
.

Please specify the brand of disinfectant used when requesting your free sample by calling l-800-542-4670.

‘Kleier. OJ and Averbach, RE Glularaldehyde nonbiologic man~tors  Infect Control Hosp Epidemml  11 (8).439-441 (1990)
‘Kaczmarek.  RG, Moore. RM.  McCrohan, J, Goldmann,  DA, Reynolds. C. Caquelin. C, and Israel, E. Multi-Slate lnvestigatlon of the Actual DisinfectioniSter~l~zation  of Endoscopes m Health Care

I(

Facilities. Am J Med 92-257-261  (311992)
‘Cidex IS tie trademark of Johnson &Johnson Medical, Inc  Senm  Research has no endorsement from nor relationship to Johnson 8 Johnson Medical, Inc.
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