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CORRESPONDENCE
To the Editors ofTHE CLASSICAL REVIEW.

SIRS,—In Mr. J. Wight Duff's review of my
book on the Latin dual {C.R. XXXIX., p. 37)
I read : ' Professor Bell would find it difficult
to cite any examples of initial g disappearing in
Latin before r.' The example I had in mind
in speaking of groma was ravus, ' gray,' which
seems to be for an older gravus. Mr. Duff
will remember Plautus' gravastellus, ' the little
grayish man,' clearly a diminutive from gra-
vaster, which in its turn is a pejorative of
gravus. That this gravus is really an older
form of ravus seems assured from the Ambro-
sian variation ravistellus. Walde in his ravus,
' grau, graugelb' = aisl. grdr, ahd. grao, grdwer,
'grau,' ags. graeg, recognises this. I should
feel more assured in adopting what Mr. Duff
recommends as the better course should he, in
his turn, favour me with a second example of a
Roman borrowing from Greek where, as in
groma for the Greek yv&pa, the initial yv has
passed togr. A. J. BELL.

To the Editors of T H E CLASSICAL REVIEW.
SIRS,—I write not in any way to question the

legitimacy of Mr. Gomme's criticism upon the
second volume of The Cambridge Ancient His-
tory (C.R. XXXIX., p. 21), and still less with
the object of starting a barren controversy.
But it may help matters forward to define what
seems to me the difficulty which is responsible
for a fundamental divergence of attitude between
my own views and those of some other con-
tributors to that book.

First of all I would deprecate an eristic, and
still more a dogmatic, approach to this difficult
question. We are all groping in the dark with
little more than working hypotheses to use as
clues. It ill becomes us to treat ou own views
with complacency or those of others with con-
tempt ; nor is the very latest theory necessarily
the most sound. Actually a complex problem

is being approached by a number of individual
and special routes. Quite sound reasoning
upon different sorts of evidence may lead to
guesses which are diametrically opposed,
because the evidence in no particular line of
approach is satisfactory. But ultimately the
theory which is to be generally acceptable must
be harmonised in some way or other to satisfy
all the conditions postulated by our various lines
of approach.

Now there is obviously an attractive sim-
plicity in equating the Homeric civilisation with
the Mycenaean, and in working with a single
(the Dorian) invasion. That there is much to
be said for this position Mr. Wace and Professor
Bury have shown. But if it makes some things
easier, it raises a fundamental difficulty with
regard to religion, which no amount of tact can
conceal. Nor should the attempt be made, for
that difficulty has got to be faced. No student
of Homer, I venture to believe, who has also
studied the religious art of Mycenae, or, indeed,
who has even read Mr. Wace's masterly chapters
in The Cambridge Ancient History, can doubt
two things, facts not hypotheses : (1) That the
religion of Mycenae in L.H. III . is of the same
general character as that of Crete in L.M. II.,
and that its history is continuous from at least
MM. I., and possibly earlier; (2) that Homeric
religion is in general characteristics something
quite different. I do not see how it can be
questioned by any fair-minded observer that in
the sphere of religion some generically new
cultural influence, whatever its precise nature,
has been at work to produce the pantheon of
Olympus.

These facts do seem to me to make it very
difficult to suppose (a) that the Homeric poems
are a literally accurate record of Mycenaean
civilisation, and {b) that no considerable new
racial influence affected Greek lands between
the building of the Lion Gate at Mycenae and
the composition of the Iliad and the Odyssey.

W. R. HALLIDAY.
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