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Xll PREFACE 

in a few years, to see. whether progress has been made on resolving the 
different problems. 

The meeting was dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. A.D» 
Thackeray, who in many years of thorough painstaking work provided many 
basic results concerning southern hemisphere emission line objects, in
cluding notably the symbiotic stars AR Pav and RR Tel. Without such a 
basis, later studies would have lacked secure foundations on which to 
build. One of us (MP) is fortunate to have known Dr. Thackeray personally, 
and appreciated his quiet unassuming dedication. 

We wish to thank the other members of the scientific organizing com
mittee D.A. Allen, A.A. Boyarchuk, H. Nussbaumer, M.J. Plavec, B. Rudak, 
J. Sahade, J.P. Swings, and A.V. Tutukov for their active help in the 
scientific preparation of the meeting. J. Sahade kindly provided us with 
a historical introduction on the symbiotic stars. The light curves sent 
us by J. Mattei were very useful during the discussions on the individual 
stars. 

We are very grateful to the members of the local organizing commit
tee Y. Andrillat and Ch. Fehrenbach for making perfect arrangements at 
the Haute Provence Observatory. In addition a large amount of work was 
performed for us by the technicians and administrative staff of the obser 
vatory; we need in particular to thank the secretaries and the kitchen 
staff. The beauty of the surroundings and the social events, provided an 
excellent framework for our scientific discussions. All of us very much 
appreciated the wonderful concert given by the violinist Nicolas Risler 
in the dome of the 193 cm telescope. 

We are greatly indebted to many people and organizations for their 
financial support: Dr. Petit as scientific director of the earth, ocean, 
and space sector of the french "Centre National de la Recherche Scienti-
fique", Mr. Delorme as president of the Conseil General des Alpes de 
Haute Provence, and the Executive Committee of the International Astro
nomical Union. In addition the directors of the Institut Geografique Na
tional, Irs. Valin and Serres allowed some of the participants to be lodg 
ed in a hostel of the Institute. We finally thank the presidents of 
IAU Commissions 27, 29 and 42 for sponsoring the colloquium. 

It may be noted that many contributions are based on observations 
by the International Ultraviolet Explorer (IUE) collected at the Goddard 
Space Plight Center of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
and at the Villafranca Satellite Tracking Station of the European Space 
Agency. Finally Marina Mele provided some very appropriate illustrations 
of our "scientific" discussions. 

Michael Friedjung 

Roberto Viotti 
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