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Language and Decadence in

the Victorian Fin de Siecle
Linda Dowling

“This work offers for the first time a
genuinely convincing theory of the origin of
Victorian Decadence. Moreover, the author
supports the theory through highly intelli-
gent, often brilliant, critical interpreta-
tions of the writings of Swinburne, Pater,
Wilde, Dowson, Johnson, and Yeats.”
—James G. Nelson,

University of Wisconsin
$29.50

Stevens and Simile
A Theory of Language
Jacqueline Vaught Brogan

According to this provocative new work
on Wallace Stevens, there are two com-
peting theories of language inscribed
throughout Stevens’ poetry: a logocentric
conception of language, expressing the
desire that the word speak truly and reliably
about the world, and a disjunctive/nominal-
ist — even deconstructive — conception,
recognizing that the word itself evades and
fragments. Jacqueline Brogan's aim is to
stress the degree to which Stevens refuses
to accept or to articulate either of these
theories absolutely and to reveal how,
through the often-ignored device of simile,
he discovers a way of sustaining these com-
peting linguistic poles simultaneously.
$27.00
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Poetic and Legal Fiction in
the Aristotelian Tradition
Kathy Eden

“This work is a very significant contribu-
tion to the field. The categories of discus-
sion...are given a degree of precision and
detailed explanatory power which is quite
extraordinary and, in my experience, new.
The book will be used, I should think, by
almost everyone seriously interested in
historical approaches to critical theory.”

— Phillip Damon, University of California,
Berkeley
$28.00

New Limited Paperback
Editions

The Implications of Literacy
Written Language and Models of
Interpretation in the Eleventh and
Twelfth Centuries
Brian Stock

““This is a major seminal work. It clearly
shows in how deep a sense the Middle Ages
was by far the most literate period that
Western culture has ever known.”

— Walter |. Ong, Manuscripta
LPE: $19.95. C: $50.50

Paradise Lost and the

Rhetoric of Literary Forms
Barbara Kiefer Lewalski

“‘Paradise Lost’ and the Rhetoric of
Literary Forms is that rarest of things,
Milton criticism that is actually of use toa
reader. Variety of genre is such a constant
aim of Milton’s that Barbara Lewalski’s
approach illuminates the poem at every
turn. Her book advances a timely argument,
and makes an outstanding contribution to
Milton studies.”

—Alastair Fowler, University of Edinburgh
LPE: $14.50. C: $32.50
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