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science list (Figure 8).

Figure 8. Journal Citation Reports Journal Impact Factor 
(JIF), 2016-2023

Note: American Political Science Review (APSR), British Journal of Political Science 

(BJPS), American Journal of Political Science (AJPS), Perspectives on Politics (POP), 

Journal of Politics (JOP)

CONCLUSION

In our past four years of stewarding the APSR, this report shows 
that we met or exceeded most of our goals. We developed and 

implemented policies that aimed to promote the principles we 
articulated in our initial proposal to serve as editors: editorial 
transparency; editorial checks and balances; a commitment to 
research ethics; substantive, methodological, and representa-
tional diversity; active engagement with the APSA membership; 
and modernizing the journal’s communications.

We increased the visibility of the journal through our social 
media outreach. With the help of Cambridge University Press, 
we substantially increased the number of Open Access articles 
published. We expanded the substantive and methodological 
scope of articles, and increased the proportion of accepted arti-
cles that focus on Race, Ethnicity and Politics and on gender and 
politics. We saw increases in the submission and acceptance of 
articles by people of color and people identifying as women. 
These and other strategies resulted in measurable JIF and Alt-
metric Attention Score increases. 

Overall, our submissions increased substantially compared 
with previous teams. Our overall acceptance rate stood at 7.1%, 
a rate higher than our predecessor teams. We doubled the re-
search content of the journal by doubling our page use. We 
also managed to maintain reasonable turnaround times for au-
thors despite the challenges posed by the global pandemic. As 
a cohesive, collaborative, and effective team, we are pleased 
with what we were able to accomplish and grateful for the op-
portunity to guide the journal during our term. ■
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"Although judges declare what the law is, ordinary citizens usually learn more 
about legal principles from watching movies than from reading court 
decisions. Filming the First expertly evaluates the ways in which films 
portray the constitutional guarantee of a free press. From Citizen Kane to The 
Social Network and Spotlight, Knowles-Gardner, Altschuler, and Metroka 
seamlessly weave together discussions of cinematic technique, historical 
context, primary sources, and polling data. The result is an insightful and 
accessible assessment of how filmmakers dramatize freedom of the press and 
how the public processes these dramas in a time of increasing distrust." 

— Keith J. Bybee, author of How Civility Works 

“Through the revealing social implications of the big screen, Filming the 
First interrogates press freedom from yellow-journalism sensationalism to 
Watergate and Vietnam heroics, to the existential threat of misinformation. 
The authors embrace both classics and the avant-garde and treats readers to 
perspectives on mass media from the reverent paean to the ruthless critique. 
Knowles-Gardner, Altschuler, and Metroka locate their diverse film 
selections each in its social, cultural, and legal context. Filming the First is a 
thrill ride for film buffs, free speech aficionados, and anyone willing to 
engage with the struggle to define media’s place in modern democracy.” 

— Richard J. Peltz-Steele, Chancellor Professor, University of 
Massachusetts Law School 

FILMING THE FIRST: CINEMATIC PORTRAYALS OF 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 

By Helen J. Knowles-Gardner; Bruce E. Altschuler and 
Brandon T. Metroka 

 

ABOUT THIS BOOK 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits Congress from abridging freedom of the press. But, as the 
printed press has been transformed into mass media with Americans now more likely to get their political information 
from television or social media than from print, confidence in this important, mediating institution has fallen dramatically. 
Movies, in their role as cultural artifacts, have long reflected and influenced those public attitudes, inventing such iconic 
phrases as “follow the money” from All the President’s Men and “I’m mad as hell and I’m not going to take this anymore” 
from Network. Filming the First: Cinematic Portrayals of Freedom of the Press analyzes eighteen films that span from Citizen Kane to 
Spotlight showing changes in how the press have been portrayed over time, which voices receive the most attention and 
why, the relationship between the press’s “Fourth Estate” role and the imperatives of capitalism, and how, despite the First 
Amendment’s seemingly absolute language, the government has sometimes been able to limit what the public can read or 
view. 
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