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Since its establishment, the Church of England has passed through
many severely critical phases. From the profound and searching
controversies of the 16th and 17th centuries and the spiritual and

historical ferment of the Oxford Movement, Anglicanism seems to
have passed into a time of relative quiet. But in Sir Henry Slesser's
view it is not the peace of the healthy organism. The former security
of the Latitudinarians seems to have become, in our time, the in-
difference and desiccation of much organised religion, and the pro-
vincialism of what Dean Inge has called 'the London, Brighton and
South Coast Religion'.

To find an explanation for the present Anglican problem, one al-
ways present but especially apparent today, of keeping together a
Church and community, when the Church itself is divided by doctrine
and practice, Sir Henry has re-examined the early history of Anglican-
ism. With all the acute reasoning and amount of illustrative detail one
hopes for from a distinguished judge, the author traces the evolution
of the Anglican Church to its unique position in Protestantism.

In the second part of the book Sir Henry makes a trenchant
criticism of such matters as the Church's failure to win the industrial
masses, and the sterility resulting to both Church and people from
this.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF
ENGLISH THEOLOGY

IN THE LATER

NINETEENTH CENTURY
L. E. ELLIOT-BINNS

This book, which is substantially the text of The Burroughs Me-
morial Lectures delivered at Leeds University in 1950, describes
the development of our theology from 1860. Although the
author is mainly concerned with England, he makes reference
to a number of Continental thinkers whose rather extreme ideas
were taken up by English theologians. This book is, in fact,
a survey out of which much of our present-day theology has
arisen. is. dd. net
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