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Series.) By Jonx MERrLE CourLtER, Head of the Department of Botany
in the University of Chicago.

In this first volume of the new ‘ University of Chicago Science Series” Professor
Coulter, the editor of the Botanical Gazette and the author of numerous volumes on
botanical science, has given a presentation of the results of research showing that all
reproduction is the same in its essential features and all methods of reproduction are
natural responses to the varying conditions encountered by plants in their life histories.
Sex reproduction, the author says, is simply one kind of response, the sex feature not
being essential to reproduction, but securing something in connection with the process.
Various phases of the subject discussed include the evolution of sex organs, the alternation
of generations, the differentiation of sexual individuals, and parthenogenesis. The last
chapter, which offers a theory of sex, reviews the more prominent facts set forth in
preceding parts of the volume, and serves both as a summary and a working hypothesis.

viii + 140 pages, small 12mo, cloth; 4s. net.
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This volume by Professor Shelford presents the principles of field ecology, illustrated
by the more widely distributed animal habitats of the eastern half of temperate North
America, and the aquatic habitats of a much larger territory. Six chapters deal with
general principles.

In several chapters animal communities of lakes, streams, swamps, forests, prairies,
and various soils and topographic situations are considered from the point of view of
modern dynamic ecology. A very valuable feature of the book is the three hundred figures
of widely distributed animals chosen to represent the chief types of animal communities
and their characteristic modes of life.
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