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Abstract

In the Dauphiné, near Tullins, there is a fortified manor-house known as the Chatean
de Saint-Jean-de-Chépy, built in the 13th century, that has in one of its towers an
Italian Renaissance map of the heavens painted on the ceiling. The south tower
could have been designed for astronomy, with the octagonal-roofed, second floor
with its seven windows being used for observation. The first and ground floors
have hemispherical vaults, and painted on the ceiling of the first floor there is a
map of the heavens that is unique in France. It is painted on the ceiling, with the
southern constellations extending down onto the cylindrical wall. It is similar to
Italian Renaissance maps, like those in the Old Sacristy at San Lorenzo in Florence
(painted by Brunelleschi in 1429), in the Villa Farnesine at Rome (Peruzzi, 1511),
and in the Villa Farnese at Caprarola (artist unknown, 1575).

An owner of Saint-Jean-de-Chépy was Maurice Bressieu (1546—1617), a dis-
tinguished mathematician, holding the mathematical chair at the Collége de France
between 1575 and 1586. He wrote Metrices Astronomicae, which was “highly re-
garded by mathematicians” and became Speaker for the Kings of France at the
Vatican. Pope Sixtus-Quintus made him steward of the Vatican Library. It therefore
seems very likely that the map could have been painted for him.

54

https://doi.org/10.1017/50252921100092198 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0252921100092198



