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There is compelling evidence that many of the
risks leading to the most frequent chronic di-
seases in adulthood originate in the earliest
stages of life. Adverse environmental conditions
in utero and during infancy can lead to negative
health effects during the subsequent lifetime of
the exposed individual.

This book offers precious insights into the latest
concepts and results from epidemiologic, clinical
and basic studies in this burgeoning area of
health care. The developmental origins of various
diseases such as diabetes, obesity and cancer
are examined, as well as the early programming
of reproductive health and different organs. At-
tention is given to the impact of environmental
factors such as nutrition and pollution, and the
mediating genetic and epigenetic path-
ways are reviewed. A crucial point under discus-
sion is the concept of environmental insults ad-
versely affecting not only the exposed persons,
but also their descendants. In addition, the eco-
nomic consequences of a suboptimal start to life
and the importance of preventive measures are
stressed.

This publication is of great value to anyone inte-
rested in health care, notably to specialists in
obstetrics, pediatrics, internal medicine, obesity,
diabetes and heart disease.
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Detailed instructions for preparation and submission of manuscripts can be found on the
Cambridge University Press website:
http://assets.cambridge.org/jbs/jbs_ifc.pdf

The Journal of Biosocial Science publishes original papers, short reports, reviews, lectures,
debates and book reviews dealing with social aspects of human biology, including reproduction
and its control, gerontology, ecology, genetics and applied psychology, with biological aspects
of the social sciences, including sociology, social anthropology, education and criminology,
with social and biological elements of nutrition, growth and development, health and
epidemiology, and with biosocial aspects of demography. Preference is given to material that
is clearly interdisciplinary.

Papers are considered for publication on the understanding that they have not been, nor will be,
published elsewhere in whole or in part, and that, where customary, they have been approved
for publication by the relevant Head of Department. The Editor is not responsible for any loss
or damage to manuscripts or illustrations and his decision on all editorial matters is final. The
Editor reserves the right to make minor literary emendations but manuscripts will not be
substantially altered without consultation with the author. The author is responsible for the
accuracy of quotations, tabular matter and references.

Postal Submissions: Manuscripts (original + one copy + one disk copy) should be sent, with an
accompanying letter of submission, to: The Editor, Journal of Biosocial Science, Department
of Biological Anthropology, University of Cambridge, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3DZ,
UK. Disk copies should have the text in Word; Tables (in Word or Excel) and Figures (see under
email submissions below) should be sent as separate files, not as embedded objects within the
text file.

Email Submissions: Manuscripts can be submitted as email attachments to the Editor on email
address: emg26@cam.ac.uk. The text should be sent as a Word file(s). Tables can be sent as
Word or Excel files. Simple charts can be sent as Excel, Word, Powerpoint or SPSS files. Other
figures can be sent as high-quality tiffs or jpegs (minimum quality 300 dpi). Important: please
do not embed Tables and Figures as objects within text files.

Preparation of Manuscripts: Papers should be written in English using British spelling (as in
the Oxford Concise Dictionary). Note that the following are not allowed in the journal: personal
pronouns (I, we, our etc.), endnotes, footnotes. Manuscripts should bear the title of the paper,
authors’ names, a brief address (not full postal address) for each co-author and a short running
heading (maximum 50 characters and spaces). A short summary consisting of one unnumbered
paragraph should precede the text. Papers are generally divided into Introduction, Methods,
Results, Discussion and Reference sections, but deviations from this format are acceptable.
Acknowledgments should be made a separate section at the end of the text.

Short Reports: Short Reports should be of an overall maximum length of 2000 words,
including summary and references. If Tables and/or Figures are included (maximum of one
page), the text should be limited to 1500 words.

Debates: A section is reserved for publishing comments (maximum 500 words) on papers
appearing in previous issues. Authors whose papers are involved will be given the opportunity
for simultaneous response.
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