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Theme
An egalitarian might grudgingly accept a Rawlsian basic structure that incentivizes productivity for the 
sake of the least advantaged. However, G. A. Cohen held, a sincere egalitarian cannot simply leave it at 
that. Sincere egalitarian commitment is personal, not merely political. Sincere egalitarians would personally 
decline incentive payments. Of course, such behavior is not what Cohen observed—even in his own case. 
Where does that leave egalitarianism?
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