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A formidable amount of published and unpublished source material has
been used for the present volume, in which the developments of 1905-07 are
viewed in the light of the situation of 1914: in 1914, Russia “had within itself
both forces of stability and those of disintegration which were in balance
while on the surface those of stability were more impressive”. Parts of the
Constitution under discussion are given in an English translation. The
author subjects them to a detailed commentary, analyzing the differences
between the successive drafts.
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The first four of these eighteen essays, which have their origin in a
symposium held on the Stanford University campus in 1975, deal with
women in Tsarist Russia. Female labour is discussed by Rose L. Glickman,
and “Marxism and the Women’s Movement” by Alfred G. Meyer. The rest
of the volume is about how women have fared under the Soviet regime. The
overall picture that emerges is a pretty complicated one; it shows achieve-
ments as well as setbacks and (as yet) unsolved problems.
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