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Front Cover: Sir Alexander Fleming Explains
Penicillin, c. 1940

Although penicillin had been discovered and cul-
tured in the laboratory by Fleming in 1929, little
progress had been made in creating a stable drug
that could be reproduced in quantity before the
Second World War. The Committee on Medical
Research, which reported to Vannevar Bush’s
Office of Scientific Research and Development,
played an instrumental role in coordinating the
ultimately successful efforts of academic and corpo-
rate researchers to produce penicillin in quantity.
(Photograph, from the Army Signal Corps, repro-
duced from James Phinney Baxter, Scientists
Against Time [Boston, Mass., 1947], facing p. 340.)
For an article on the OSRD, see pp. 515-576.

Back Cover: Organization Chart for the Council
of National Defense, 1917

In the early months of the U.S. involvement in the
First World War, Leonard P. Ayres left his position
at the Russell Sage Foundation to head up a Divi-
sion of Statistics under the CND. In addition to
bringing order to the large amounts of undigested
information resident in the various government
departments during the war, initially by preparing
organization charts such as this one, Ayres also
hoped to set up an enduring bureau that would
routinely provide statistical information to the
government. (Chart reproduced from RG 62, CND
Records, Files and Records Division [Post-War],
17-B1: Administrative File, National Archives.)

For an article on Ayres and the Division of
Statistics, see pp. 451—482.
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