
The Kuroshio Frontier

This big-picture narrative of modern Japan embeds the archipelago’s 
history in its maritime context. Foregrounding the Kuroshio Current in 
the Pacific, Jonas Rüegg demonstrates how currents, winds, and animals 
created a dynamic context to economic, intellectual, and geopolitical 
reinventions of Japan over the past four centuries. He draws up a novel 
geography of conflicts and competitions in the making of “modern” 
Japan, one that underlines little known actors, sites, and events which 
have previously been treated as peripheral. This book offers a frame-
work that transcends conventional spatial and temporal categorizations 
of early modern and modern, shogunal and imperial, insular and global. 
Guiding the reader from seventeenth-century Pacific explorations to the 
“opening” of Japan by whalers, coolies, and castaways, and on to the 
competition over remote islands, Rüegg offers a greater perspective on 
the role of oceans in the Anthropocene. This title is also available as 
Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Jonas Rüegg teaches global history at the University of Zurich, 
Switzerland.
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Across the world, historians have taken an oceanic turn. New maritime histo-
ries offer fresh approaches to the study of global regions, and to long-distance 
and long-term connections. Cambridge Oceanic Histories includes studies across 
whole oceans (the Pacific, the Indian, the Atlantic) and particular seas (among 
them, the Mediterranean, the Caribbean, the North Sea, the Black Sea). The 
series is global in geography, ecumenical in historical method, and wide in tem-
poral coverage, intended as a key repository for the most innovative transnational 
and world histories over the longue durée. It brings maritime history into pro-
ductive conversation with other strands of historical research, including environ-
mental history, legal history, intellectual history, labour history, cultural history, 
economic history and the history of science and technology. The editors invite 
studies that analyse the human and natural history of the world’s oceans and seas 
from anywhere on the globe and from any and all historical periods.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/cambridgeoceanichistories
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provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception  
of the Creative Commons version the link for which is provided below,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission  
of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009534611 
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits 
re-use, distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial 
purposes providing appropriate credit to the original work is given and any 
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The open access publication of this book has been published with the  
support of the Swiss National Science Foundation.
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Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence 
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