
RESEARCH IN 
AFRICAN 
LITERATURES 

Oral-Written 
Interface spring 1997 
Edited by Alian Ricard and C.E Swanepoel 

Christopher Wise: "Ngugi wa Thiong'o and 
the Word: Notes on Ngugi's Theory of the 
Oral-Aural African Novel" 

Carol Mullen "'Written' into the Book of Life: 
Nazarite Women's Performance Inscribed 
as Spiritual Text in Ibandla lamaNazaretha" 

Kwame Ayivor: "Thomas Mopoku Mofolo's 
'Inverted Epic Hero': A Reading of Mofolo's 
Chaka as an African Epic Folktale" 

Anthere Nzabatsinda: "The Aesthetics 
of Transcribing Orality in the Works 
of Alexis Kagame" 

Joseph N'Soko Swa-Kabamba: "The Mbiimbi, 
a Panegyrical Poem of the Yaka, and its 
Principal Characteristics" 

Didier Morin: "Mimetic Traditions in 
Beja Poetry" 

M.M. Mulokozi: "The Last of the Bards: 
The Story of Habibu Selemani of Tanzania, 
cl929-93" 

Russell H. Kashula: "Exploring the Oral-
Written Interface with Particular Reference 
to Xhosa Oral Poetry" 

J.O.J. Nwachukwu-Agbada: "Tradition 
and Innovation in the Ibgo Novels of 
Tony Ubesie" 

George Olakunle: "Compound of Spells: 
The Predicament of D.O. Fagunwa" 

Price $14.95 

Research in African 
Literatures, edited by 
Abiola lrele, provides a 
stimulating forum for 
the discussion of the oral 
and written literatures 
of Africa. Each issue 
includes a lively book 
review section, reports 
on recent research, 
library archival resources, 
dissertations, and there 
are frequent illustrations 
by African artists. 

Subscriptions (4 issues) 
Individuals: $35.00 
Institutions: $68.00 
Foreign surface post: $12.50 
Single issues shipping: $3.00 
for the first, $1.00 each 
additional. 

Send orders to: Journals 
Division, Indiana University 
Press, 601 N. Morton, 
Bloomington, IN 47404; 
fax to 812-855-8507; phone 
to 812-855-9449; or e-mail 
to journals@indiana.edu. 
Visit our Web site at 
http://www.indiana.edu/ 
iupress 
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V V 

Norms in 
International 
Relations 
The Struggle against Apartheid 

AUDIE KLOTZ 

Klotz considers why racial discrimination in 
South Africa became a global concern and 
why—in a remarkable change of practice— 
nations and international organizations 
adopted sanctions against the Pretoria re­
gime. Klotz also analyzes anti-apartheid 
activism in the British Commonwealth and 
in the Organization of African Unity, and 
she documents changing attitudes toward 
South African racial separateness in the 
United States, Britain, and Zimbabwe. 
CORNELL STUDIES IN POLITICAL ECONOMY 

$29.95 

Agricultural 
Policy in Kenya 
Applications of the 
Policy Analysis Matrix 

SCOTT PEARSON, 
ERIC MONKE, ET AL. 

The authors spent two years doing field 
work in Kenya and collecting data. Their 
book provides a microeconomic perspective 
on opportunities for income and employ­
ment growth, especially for small farms. 
FOOD SYSTEMS AND AGRARIAN CHANCE. $45.00 

Cornell 
U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S 

At bookstores, 

or call (607) 277-2211 Sage House - 5 1 2 East State Street • I thaca NY 14850 

African Vodun 
Art, Psychology 2nd Power 
SUZANr PRESTON SLsSR 

"[Biier] offers rare insights into how various art 
forms—sculpture and home architecture in particu­
lar—yield meanings for the African user of such art," 
—Norman Weinstein, Boston Book Review 
Paper $34.95 486 pages 8 color plates, 161 b&w photographs, 4 map* 

Under th@ Kapok Tte# 
Identity and Difference in Beng Thought 
ALMA GOTTLIEB 

"[A j demonstration nf what good ethnography can be: wh«c pene­
trating description generates interpretation and social theory, all of 
which are substantiated by a variety of case studies, myths, texts, sym­
bols, and metaphors." —Clarke K. Speed, American Anthropologist 
Paper $v 201 sages 

The W«5v«p«ity ®t €Mnm%© Press 
5801 South Ellis \venuc Chicago, Illinois 60637 

Visit us at http://www.press.uchicago.edu 
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Forthcoming! 

Imperial Boundary 
Making 
The Diary of Captain Kelly and 
the Sudan-Uganda Boundary 
Commiss ion of 1913 

Edited by GERALD BLAKE 

The Commission, which set out with 
good intentions, was complicated by 
inadequate information, and the bound­
aries they set survive almost unchanged to 
this day. This is a fascinating day-by-day 
account of their mission. 
(Oriental and African Archives No. 4) 
(British Academy) 

1996 160 pp. $39.95 

New in paperback! 

The Political Economy 
of Hunger 
Selected Essays 

Edited by JEAN DREZE, AMARTYA SEN, 
and ATHAR HUSSAIN 

Praise for the previous volumes: 
"This series forms the most definitive 
recent analysis of the problems of hunger 
and deprivation...."—Dissent. 
"Obviously important with immediate 
implications for countless lives." 
—Journal of Economic Literature. 
(WIDER Studies in Development Economics} 

1995 644pp; tables,figures, 9 maps paper $24.00 

Managing Sustainable 
Development in South 
Africa 
Edited by PATRICK FITZGERALD, ANNE 
MCLENNAN, and BARRY MUNSLOW 

Written for the entire range of role-players 
in the development community, this book 
includes the work of more than 20 
researchers who offer informed responses 
to issues raised by South Africa's 
reconstruction and development program. 

1996 640 pp.; 22 diagrams paper $35.95 

Libya: The Political 
Economy of Oil 
JUDITH GURNEY 

This work surveys the historical and 
geological determinants of oil development, 
looking at the impact of the central 
government and the Libyan National Oil 
Company on current exploration, pricing 
policies, and development plans. 
(The Political Economies of Oil Exporting 
Countries 31 
(Oxford Institute for Energy Studies! 

1996 130 pp $82.00 

The History of the 
Mazru'i Dynasty of 
Mombasa 
Shaykh AL-AMIN BIN 'ALI AL MAZRU'I 
Edited and Translated by J. M. RITCHIE 

This history of the Mazru'i family, who 
ruled Mombasa for more than 100 years up 
to 1837, is published here in an English 
translation along with the original Arabic 
text. The volume reveals important links 
between Arabic and KiSwahili culture. 

(Pontes Historiae Africanae Series Arabica XI! 
(British Academy! 

1996 200 pp $69.00 

The Upper Nile 
Province Handbook 
A Report of Peoples and 
Government in the Southern 
Sudan,1931 

Compiled by C. A. WILLIS 
Edited by DOUGLAS H. JOHNSON 

This account of one of the Sudan's most 
remote provinces provides the historical 
context for the early classics of British 
social anthropology, as well as recording the 
beginnings of civil administration, 
(Oriental and African Archives No. 3! 
(British Academy) 

1996 384 pp $79.00 

Prices are subject to change and apply only in the U.S. To order or for more information please 
call 1-800-451-7556. In Canada, call 1-800-387-8020. 

Visit our new website: http://www.oup-usa.org 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002020600036817 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.oup-usa.org
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002020600036817


Sokari Douglas Camp, Eriobo, Iriabo 
(Woman) and Child, pari of Audience 
(from Showboat, Alali Aru Installation), 1986. 
Photograph Hayward Gallery, 
South Bank Centre, London 

Africa Wo/Man Palava 
The Nigerian Novel by Women 
Chikwenye Okonjo Ogunyemi 

Ogunyemi examines eight Nigerian women writers and offers 
a new vernacular theory that counters prevailing "masculinist" 
theories of black literature in a powerful narrative of the 
Nigerian world. 
'Paper $15.95 336 pages 

Women in Culture and Society series 

What a Woman Ought to Be and to Do 
Black Professional Women Workers during 
the Jim Crow Era 
Stephanie J. Show 

In a highly original study of women, race, and class, Stephanie 
J. Shaw takes us into the world of black professional women 
during the Jim Crow era. 
"Paper $16.95 368 pages 

Women in Culture and Society series 

The Black Public Sphere 
Edited by The Black Public Sphere Collective 

"The Black Public Sphere is a tour de force. This volume 
includes a superb group of thought provoking essays on 
the various dimensions and dynamics of black public life by 
some of the most talented writers in the country." 
—William Julius Wilson 
'Paper $17.95 355 pages 

NOW IN PAPER 

T H E 
U N I V E R S I T Y 
O F C H I C A G O 
P R E S S 

Black Studies, Rap, and the Academy 
Houston A. Baker, Jr. 

"What Baker seems to be calling for is the revitalization of 
Black Studies at the fin-de-siecle by restoring its vital connec­
tions to the black urban scene which helped create it—partic­
ularly as the complexity of that scene is expressed in rap 
music."—James A. Miller, American Literature 
Paper $9.95 122 pages illus. 

Black Literature and Culture series 

*Cloth edition available 
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AFRICAN HISTORICAL 
SOURCES SERIES 

Yoruba Popular Theatre: Three Plays by 
the Oyin Adejobi Company 

Karin Barber and Bayo Ogundijo, editors 

The question of wealth and individual destiny are 
considered in three plays created at different 
moments in the Oyin Adejobi Theatre Company's 
history. Yoruba popular theatre responds with 
creativity and openness to incorporate changing 
questions and experiences. 

ISBN 0-918456-70-3 papejfcound 
612pp- 5&i£4 \*j• s&/ $35'00 

West Africa in the Mid-Seventeenth 
Century 

An Anonymous Dutch Manuscript 

Adam Jones, Editor 

Original Dutch and annotated English translation of 
unpublished records on the West African coast. 
Based on activities of the Dutch West India 
Company from circa 1642-55, papers include 
navigational, commercial, ethnographic, linguistic 
and other materials of practical utility to 
seventeenth-century traders. Includes 3 maps, 2 
tables, and 5 photo illustrations. 

ISBN0-918456-73-8 
348 pp. 

Orders shipped 4th class (book rate) unless special 
arrangements are made. Within US, add $2.50 for 1st item, 
$.50 for each additional item. Outside US, add $3.00 for 1st 
item, $1.00 for each additional item. Credit cud orders 
may be faxed to (404) 329-6433 

AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION 
EMORY UNIVERSITY 

CREDIT UNION BUILDING 
ATLANTA, GA 30322 

t»fc 404-329-M10 
fax 404-329-C433 

email: Af>k«S)ein<Hy.«du 
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HISTORY IN AFRICA 

VOLUME 23 (1996) 

SELECTED ARTICLES 

*History, Oral Transmission and Structure in Ibn Khaldun 's Chronology of Mali 
Rulers, Ralph A. Austen & Jan Jansen 
*Virtu and Fortuna in Radama's Nascent Bureaucracy, 1816-1828, Gerald M. Berg 
*Brothers, Chiefdoms, and Empires on Jan Jansen's "The Representation of Status 
in Monde," Stephen Buhnen 
*African History: The First University Examination? J. D. Hargreaves 
*Barbed-Wire Bonnat? The Case of the Clueless Text, David Henige 
*Polities and Political Discourse: Was Monde already a Segmentary Society in the 
Middle Ages? Jan Jansen 
*Museum Collections as Sources for African History, Colleen E. Kriger 
*Not Quite Venus From the Waves: The Almoravid Conquest of Ghana in the 
Modern Historiography of Western Africa, Pekka Masonen and Humphrey J. Fisher 
*Quilombos on SSo Tome", or In Search of Original Sources, Jan Vansina 
*Two Lives of Mpamizo: Understanding Dissonance in Oral History, Justin Willis 
*Making the James Stuart Archive, John Wright 

HISTORY IN AFRICA 
A Journal of Method 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: Manuscripts and other editorial correspondence should 
be directed to David Henige, Memorial Library, University of Wisconsin, Madison WI 53706. 
Phone 608-262-6397, Fax (608) 265-2754, email: henige@macc.wisc.edu 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION: History in Africa (ISSN 0361-5413) is published annually 
by the African Studies Association. For subscriptions, back issue and single issue orders, see 
below. 'Orders shipped 4th class (book rate) unless special arrangements are made. Within US, 
add $2.50 for 1st item, $.50 for each additional item. Outside US, add $3.00 for 1st item, $1.00 
for each additional item. Credit card (Visa or Mastercard) orders may be faxed to (404) 
329-6433. 
ASA Web Page: http://wwwjas.upeim.edu/African_Studies/Home_Page/ASA_Menu.htm] 

History in Africa 
African Studies Association 
Emory University 
Credit Union Building 
Atlanta GA 30322 USA 

Institutions in USA $43.00 
Institutions surface outside USA $45.00 
Institutions airmail outside USA $48.00 
Individuals in USA $25.00 
Individuals surface outside USA $27.00 
Individuals airmail outside USA $37.00 
•Single issue price $35.00 
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We are pleased to make the following back 
issues of History in Africa available for 

sale: 

Volume 1 (1973) Volume 22 (1995) 

Volume # Price 
1- 4 $5.00 
5- 13 $ 8.00 (Vol. 6 & 7 OP) 
14- 21 $12.00 (Vol. 14 & 16 OP) 
22- 23 See below for subscription information 

AVAILABLE AS PHOTOCOPIES ONLY: 

$10 each copy, plus postage 
VOLUME 6 (1979) VOLUME 14 (1987) 
VOLUME 7 (1980) VOLUME 16 (1989) 

Mail to: History in Africa 
African Studies Association 
Emory University 
Credit Union Building 
Atlanta GA 30322 USA 
email: Africa@Emory.edu 

TO SUBSCRIBE: 
Institutions in USA.~.~ ........... 
Institutions surface outside USA 
Institutions airmail outside USA 
Individuals in USA.-...—. ... 
Individuals surface outside USA. 
Individuals airmail outside USA... 

$43.00 
$45.00 
$48.00 
$25.00 
$27.00 
$37.00 

Orders shipped 4th class (book rate) unless special arrangements are made. Within US, add $2.50 
for 1st item, $.50 for each additional item. Outside US, add $3.00 for 1st item, $1.00 for each 
additional item. Credit card orders may be faxed to (404) 329-6433. 

Name 

Address 

City. State_ _Zip_ _Country_ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT CHECK , MONEY ORDER 

CREDIT CARD # 

SIGNATURE 

EXPIRY DATE 

_MCARD .VISA 

phone (404) 329-6410 
fax (404) 329-6433 

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/Home_Page/ASA. 
Menu.html 
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The Arts of Africa 
An Annotated Bibliography 

compiled by Janet Stanley 

Smithsonian Institution Libraries 
National Museum of African Art Branch 

Praised by reviewers as "a splendid resource," 
and "a model for future bibliographies in the field 
of African art," The Arts of Africa is an 
outstanding resource on African visual arts, 
architecture and material culture. Entries indexed 
by subject and author are selected for substance, 
significance and originality. The thoughtful 
annotations are invaluable for researchers or 
collection purchasers. 

Along with obvious topics of sculpture, 
painting, graphics, architecture, dress and body 
arts, textiles and rock art, The Arts of Africa 
includes publications on African material culture, 
which go beyond "art" narrowly defined. Thus, 
topics include ironworking technology, 
archaeological pottery, economics of craft 
production, musical instruments, performance 
and graphic systems. Similarly, publications on 
the image of the Black in art, representations of 
the "other," and the influence of African art on 
non-African art are included. 

ISSN 1044-8640 
Paperbound 

Volumel (1986 and 1987) 
Volume 2 (1988) 
Volume 3 (1989) 
Volume 4 (1990) 
Volume 5 (1991) 
SET 

all volumes 

$35 
$45 
$45 
$35 
$35 

$120 

Orders shipped 4th class (book rate) unless special 
arrangements are made. Within US, add $2.50 for 1st 
item, $.50 for each additional item. Outside US, add 
$3.00 for 1st item, $1.00 for each additional item. 
Credit card orders may be faxed to (404)329-6433. 

AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION 
EMORY UNIVERSITY 

CREDIT UNION BUILDING 
ATLANTA, GA 30322 

tell 404-329-6410 
tax 404-329-6433 

email: Africa4temory.eda 
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AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

The African Studies Association (US) brings together persons with scholarly or professional 
interests in Africa, provides services to the Africanist community, and publishes and 
distributes Africanist materials. Members receive three publications: 

African Studies Review, a multi-disciplinary scholarly journal, publishes original research, 
analyses of Africa and book reviews three times per year. Manuscripts are evaluated by 
anonymous peer reviewers in the appropriate field. 

ASA News, a quarterly newsletter, reports events of interest to Africanists, including 
notices of conferences, employment and opportunities, and bibliographic aids. 

Issue: A Journal of Opinion, a serious-popular, multi-disciplinary, biannual magazine, 
analyzes and criticizes contemporary policies on and within Africa. 

INDIVIDUAL DUES 1997 
N. America & Surface Mail Overseas Airmail 

Regular 
Income over $60,000 $85 $95 
Income from $45,000 - $60,000 $75 $90 
Income from $30,000 - $45,000 $65 $80 
Income from $15,000 - $30,000 $50 $65 
Income below $15,000 $30 $45 

Joint (Second person in household $30 
with one regular member) 

Lifetime 
One-time payment $1200 
(or three annual installments of $400) 

Endowment Contribution 
Your matching gift to the ASA Challenge Grant Campaign 

INSTITUTIONAL DUES 1997 

Regular (Surface) $95 
Airmail (optional for addresses outside US) $ 115 
Institution on the African continent (Surface) $55 

Orders must be accompanied by a check or money order in US dollars or charged to Visa 
and Mastercard. 

AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION 
Emory University/Credit Union Building 

Atlanta GA 30322 USA 
phone(404)329-6401 fax(404)329-6433 e-mail Africa@emory.edu 
ASAWebPg: http://www.8as.upenn.edu/African_Studie8/Home_Page/ASA_Menu.html 
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AFRICA 
The Spirit of Freedom 
South African Leaders on Religion and Politics 
Charles Villa-Vicencio 
With a Foreword by Thomas G. Karis 
Villa-Vicencio explores the role of religion 
in the lives of eminent South Africans who 
led the struggle against apartheid. In­
cluded are interviews with Nelson 
Mandela, Desmond Tutu, Nadine 
Gordimer, and 18 others who share the 
beliefs and values that informed the moral 
positions they adopted. 
Perspectives on Southern Africa, $40.00 cloth, 
$14.95 paper, illustrated 

Human Rights and Reform 
Changing the Face of North African Politics 
Susan Waltz 
Waltz's study, the first systematic compara­
tive analysis of North African politics in 
more than a decade, explores the ability of 
society, including Islamist forces, to 
challenge the powers of states. 
$45.00 cloth, $16.00 paper 

A History of Ethiopia 
Harold G. Marcus 
New in paper—"Marcus views Ethiopian 
history as a series of cyclical expansions 
from its component parts to empire and 
back again. . . A readable and up-to-date 
overview of a long and complex history." 

—Library fournal 
$13.95 paper, illustrated 

At bookstores or order 1-800-822-6657. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 

The Peopling of Africa White on Black 
A Geographic Interpretation 

James L. Newman 

Tracing the peopling of Africa from its 
origins over four million years ago to the 
onset of the colonial era in the late nine­
teenth century, James Newman discusses the 
roles played by genetic background, lan­
guage, occupation, and religion as well as by 
differing natural and human environmental 
circumstances. 

"A fine book and an original synthesis. 
Readers will gain a deeper appreciation of 
both the continuity and the far-reaching 
changes that have contributed to the human 
geography and 'peopling' of precolonial 3 ! 
Africa."—Charles Good 50 maps $30.00 

To order call 1-800-YUP-READ 

Yale University Press 
P.O. Box 209040, New Haven, CT 06520 

A* 
iff 

Images of Africa and Blacks 
in Western Popular Culture .^$ 

Jan Nederveen Pieterse 

White on Black is a compelling visual 
history of the development of European 
and American stereotypes of black 
people over the last two hundred years. 

"Pieterse's treatment of these degrading 
stereotypes as functions and weapons of 
Western colonialism is impressively 
persuasive."—Winthrop D. Jordan, 
American Historical Review 
242 illus. $18.00 
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NEVI armeiiN siaoiti 
Robert A. Hill, Editor 

The Marcus Garvey 
and Universal Negro 
Improvement 
Association Papers 
Volume VIII, March 1917-June 1921 
Volume IX, June 1921-
December 1922 
Africa for the Africans 
Tewy Rail & Erika Blum, Associate Editors 
Volumes l-VII of the Marcus Garvey 
and Universal Negro Improvement 
Association Papers chronicled the 
Garvey movement that flourished 
in the United States during the 
1920s. Now, the long-awaited 
African volumes of this edition 
(Volumes Vlil and IX and a forth­
coming Volume X) demonstrate 
clearly the central role Africans 
played in the development of the 

Garvey phenomenon. 
Volume VIII, p M M M B n : - ^ H H 

$65.00 
cloth 
Volume IX, 

$65.00 
cloth 

Wff I ' M 

Ki 
HiJI 

At bookstores or order 1 -800-822-6657 

UNIVERSITY OF 

William Finnegan 

Dateline Soweto 
Travels with Black South African 
Reporters 
NEW IN PAPERBACK—"Along with 
the story of how black journalists 
manage to function, Dateline Soweto 
is also a fascinating history of the 
South African press." 

—Washington Post Book World 

"Part of the book's richness is its 
usefulness as a primer for the 
interested but uninitiated, serving as 
a concrete, precise textbook of 
sorts, with drama, provocative ideas, 
new perspectives and rarely heard 
voices"—NewYorkTimes Book Review 
$12.00 paper 

Susan Keech Mcintosh, Editor 

Excavations at Jenne-
jeno, Hambarketolo, 
and Kaniana (Inland 
Niger Delta, Mali), 
the 1981 Season 
This huge Iron Age occupation 
mound located has produced a 
classic archaeological sequence 
spanning 1500 years.This mono­
graph presents the results of the 
excavations conducted in 1980-81 at 
this site and at two others. 

University of California Publications in 
Anthropology 
$78.00 paper, illustrated 

eauFORNia PRE** 
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Frontline 
Diplomacy 
Humanitarian Aid 
and Conflict 
in Africa 
John Prendergast 
pb$12 

rot 

DIIM)MACY: 

m 
W Humanitarian 

HN4I *"* 
B T j f ond 

i l A Conflict 

^m^ Africa 

• f W M U M 

Civil Society and the State 
in Africa 
edited by John W. Harbeson, Donald 
Rothchild, and Naomi Chazan 

"A well-crafted and well-focused step in 
making more sense of the crisis of the Afri­
can state, and of what might come next." 

—The Journal of Politics 
he $48 • pb $22.50 

Waiting for Rain 
Agriculture and Ecological 
Imbalance in Cape Verde 
Mark Langworthy and Timothy J. Finan 
he $45 

2ND EDITION 
Voices from Mutira 
Change in the Lives of Rural 
Gikuyu Women, 1910-1995 
Jean Davison, with the women of Mutira 

"Engaging and vivid, 
revealing the lives of 
Gikuyu women as farm­
ers, wives and mothers.... 
Well worth the attention 
of scholars [and also] a 
rich resource for students 
from introductory social 
science courses to 
advanced levels." 
—African Studies Review pb $ 19.95 

The Anthropology of Anger 
Ovil Society and Democracy in Africa 
Celestin Monga 

"An exciting, challenging, and highly origi­
nal work from one of Africa's most impor­
tant democratic thinkers."—Larry Diamond 
he $45 

Understanding Development 
Theory and Practice in the 
Third World 
John Rapley 

"Makes clear the many connections be­
tween economics and politics ... worthwhile 
and enjoyable reading!" —Kay Knickrehm 
he $42 »pb $17.95 

Africa in the New 
International Order 
Rethinking State 
Sovereignty and 
Regional Security 
edited by 
Edmond J. Keller and 
Donald Rothchild 

"A fine collection on an 
important topic." 

—William J. Foltz 
he $49.95 «pb $19.95 

Collapsed States 
The Disintegration and Restoration 
of Legitimate Authority 
edited by I. William Zartman 

"Excellent.... The 11 case studies offer 
descriptive and analytic accounts of the 
causes of collapse as well as the conditions 
necessary for state construction."—Choice 

he $49.95 • pb $22 

AFRICA 
IN THE NEW 

NATIONAL 
ORDER 
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NEW—2ND EDITION! 
Understanding Contemporary Africa 

April A. Gordon and Donald L Gordon 

Praise for the first edition: 

"Excellent.... a remarkably sound text for introductory courses 
on Sub-Saharan Africa." —Journal of Developing Areas 

"A welcome breath of fresh air." —Orbis 

'Whereas each of these chapters can be treated as a distinct 
and separate entity, they also form a well chosen and 
integrated whole.... deserving of a prominent place in 

university programmes." —Canadian Journal of 
Development Studies 

Understanding Contemporary Africa is an up-to-date, multidisciplinary book that 
can be used as a core text in "Introduction to Africa" courses and also as a supplemen­
tal reader in various discipline-oriented courses. 

All of the chapters in this second edition have been fully revised and updated, provid­
ing new information on the struggle for democracy in Africa, the continuing economic 
crisis, the transition to majority rule in South Africa, and the impact of AIDS. There is 
also an entirely new chapter on Africa's international relations. Revised maps, a glos­
sary, and a "table" of basic political data enhance the text, which has already made its 
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