“A brilliant and
desperately needed boo

—The New York Times

Words and
Values

Some Leading Words and
Where They Lead Us
PEGGY ROSENTHAL

For many of us, hardly a day passes
anymore without our encountering
a word like “self”” or “systems” or
“development” or “alternatives’ or
“relationship,” either through the
media or in conversation. In Peggy
Rosenthal’s view, these and many
other words— ""feelings,” “individual,”
“community,” and "“consensus” are
also popular—have acquired a peculiar
power in our lives. She proposes that
such words constitute an active force
that can actually lead us into particular
kinds of attitudes and behavior without
our realizing it.

How did this disturbing situation
arise? Why do such words seem to lead
us instead of our leading them? What
difference do they make in our private
and public lives? To answer these ques-
tions, Rosenthal examines how some of
our current leading words got into their
leading position and what kind of
influence they exert over us. She
argues that our leading language often
leads us into intellectual confusions,
emotional entanglements, and mis-
guided choices, but that we're usually
unaware of this because we don't see
the hidden assumptions and values
that words carry.

By drawing out the implications of
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the meanings of certain common
words, this lively, thought-provoking
book reveals how some of our
apparently most liberating language
actually entraps us in modes of thought
and behavior we might want to avoid.
And by showing how our language can
control us, the book suggests ways to
escape its control and gain the power
to make enlightened decisions in those
areas where we use words to figure
things out.

Peggy Rosenthal is Adjunct Instruc-
tor in Humanities at the Rochester
Institute of Technology.

$17.95
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions are welcomed trom all countries
They should be wnitten in English - All articles, as
well as books tor review and listing. should be sent
to the Bdior, Protessor Dell Hymes. Graduate
School of Education, University of Pennsy Ivania,
Philadelphia, Pennsy vamia 19104, US A
Typescripts. The onginal typesenipt plus one copy
should be submutted - Authors should hold a copy tor
correction of proots Contnbutions sheald be clearly
typed. double-spaced. on 8 x 11" or Ay paper
Figures should be ready tor photographic reprodue
ton any labels and detals should be clear and large
enough o reman legible atter a reduction to halt-
size The aricle tle-page should include the utle.
author s name and attthation an that ordern). along
with an abstract of the article Areas of study 10
which the articles may be of mterest should be histed
at the end ot the abstract

Fitles should be so worded that the fust part may be
used s a runming headlime twith o mavimum length
of so characters, including spaces) They should be
tped on a separate sheet. together with the author’s
name and addiess 1o which proots are 1o be sent

Citations and forms of emphasis. Normally the
Latin alphabet s 1o be used  Cited torms should be
undethned to represent talicization i print. Trans-
lanon — meanings” should be placed within single
quotation marks

References are 0 be made i the reve tand not in
footnotes) by giving in parentheses the name of the
author and year of publication, and where relevant
the pagetsireterred to. e g L (Whitney 1867 45 530
It the author’s name s part of the teat, the tollowing
form should be used “*Whitney (1867:48) main-
taned that When o work wntien by two or
more authors s reterred 1o, all names should be
givenin the fint citation. ¢ g . (Wemnreich, Labov, &
Herzog 196%) In subsequent citations the tirst name
only should be given, with et al ™" added. ¢ .
(Wemrerch et al 1968) When separate works are
referted oo the same parentheses. those by the
same author should be separated by commas and
those by difterent authors by semi-colons. ¢.p |
(Whitney 1867, Firth 1935, 1957a). Imtials should
be used tafter the author's named only when ot s
necessany o distinguish between two or more au-
thors ot the same name. all of whom are referred to
n the same article

All works reterred to should be histed at the end of
the article. double spaced and in alphabetical order

Examples of references (note the use of punctua-
ton marks within references):

Fith. J R. (19574). Ethnographic analysis and lan-
guage with reference to Malinowski's views In
R. W. Firth (ed ). Man and culture: An evalua-
tiom of the work of Bronislaw Malimowske Lon-
don’ Routledge and Kegan Paul 93 118,

(1957b). A synopsis of linguistic theory,
1930-55. Studies in linguistic analvsis (special
volume of the Philological Society)  Oxtord
=33

Sapir. £ (19291 The status of hnguistics as a sci-
ence. Language §, 207 14. Reprinted in D G.
Mandelbaum (ed.). Selected writings of Edward
Sapir. Berkeley and Los Angeles University of
California Press. 1939 160-66.

Book reviews. With the exception of the utle-page.,

book reviews should be submutted in the same torm

as articles. The title-page should take the tollowing
form Edwin Ardener ted ). Limgunstc and social
anthropology - (ASA Monographs, 10) London.

Tavistoek. 1971 On the last page. following the

entire review text Gncluding footnotes and refer-

ences) the review author’s name and address should
be ginven as follows:

Reviewed by Suzanne Romaine

Department of Linguistics

University of Birmingham

Birmingham B15 2TT. England

There 15 no need to submit an abstract with a book

reView.

Proofs. First proofs only will be sent 1o the author
(or a nominee), who will be expected 1o correct
them and retumn them to the Editor, by airmail where
appropriate. within three days of receipt

Offprints. 25 oftprints of both articles and review
articles will be provided tree of charge  Additional
offprints may be purchased if ordered at proof stage

Submission of an article s taken to imply that
has not previously been published. or 1s not being
considered for publication elsewhere. If an author 1s
publishing a related aricle elsewhere, this fact
should be stated

Copyright. Contributors of accepted articles will be
asked 1o assign their copyrights, on certain condi-
tions., to Cambridge University Press., to help protect
their material, particularly in the U.S. A
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