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CONTEMPORARY MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES:

An Introduction Through Original Fiction, Discussion, and Readings

By Thomas D. Davis

Author of Philosophy: An Introduction Through Original Fiction, Discussion, and Readings

Contemporary Moral and Social Issues is a uniquely entertaining
introduction that brings ethical thought to life. It makes innovative
use of engaging, topically oriented original short fiction, together
with classic and influential readings and editorial discussion as a
means of helping students think philosophically about ethical theory
and practical ethical problems. The stories include:

¢ “The Trainers,” where it turns out an alien race that saved humans
from extinction is now raising those humans for food, using the
same justifications we use with animals;

* “People of the Underground,” where people holding out against
the genetically engineered “Clenes” make the preservation of
“true humanity” seem of dubious value;

*  “The River,” where a Westerner in an isolated outpost is faced
with a steady stream of people who will die unless he makes
Peter-Singer-style sacrifices to save them; and

* “The Divided States of America,” a satire in which the mid-
twentieth-century United States is dividing up into four separate
countries based on caricature versions of liberalism, conservatism,
libertarianism and socialism.

“THOMAS DAVIS’S BOOK IS AN ABSOLUTE JOY TO READ. His original fiction
flows seamlessly into the philosophical discussions, masterfully guiding the
study of ethics to where it really matters: life.”

—Mark D. White, Professor and Chair, Department of Philosophy, College
of Staten Island/CUNY

“DAVIS HAS WRITTEN A FANTASTIC INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS TEXT. His
unique blend of original fiction, clear analysis, and engaging primary
sources provides a sure-fire way to get students talking and thinking about
some of today’s most pressing moral issues.”

—Matt Lawrence, Long Beach City College
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