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advances in the biological sciences. One may think, for instance, of 
methods for analyzing the basic molecular units of heredity; of 
proposals and clarifications of the appropriate methods of classifying 
organisms; of exciting new ideas about the nature of the fossil record 
and their implications for the elucidation of evolutionary mechanisms; 
and of ways in which the biological study of behavior has been 
extended, theoretically and experimentally, and of supposed 
implications for humankind. To add to these internal issues, the outside 
world has also seen much debate on biology Sndash; in the world of 
education, for instance. These and other issues have made biology 
one of the most exhilarating areas of science, and have aroused in 
biologists and philosophers an awareness that there is a need for 
meta-theoretical analysis, both about the very nature of biology, as 
well as about its social implications. Biology and Philosophy is aimed 
at a broad readership, drawn from both the sciences and the 
humanities. The journal subscribes to no specific school of biology, 
nor of philosophy, and publishes work from authors of all persuasions 
and all disciplines. The editorial board reflects this attitude in its 
composition and its world-wide membership. Each issue of Biology 
and Philosophy carries one or more discussions or comparative 
reviews, permitting the in-depth study of important works and topics. 
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editors do not advocate a program or defend a position as to the 
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The Journal of Philosophical Logic publishes papers that utilize formal 
methods or that deal with topics in logical theory, such as: 
- Contributions to branches of logical theory directly related to 
philosophical concerns, such as inductive logic, modal logic, deontic 
logic, quantum logic, tense logic, free logic, logic of questions, logic 
of commands, logic of preference, logic of conditionals, many-valued 
logic, and relevance logics. 
- Contributions to philosophical discussions that utilize the machinery 
of formal logic, as in recent treatments of abstract entities, non-existent 
possibles, essentialism, existence, propositional attitudes, meaning 
and truth. 
- Discussions of philosophical issues relating to logic and the logical 
structure of language, such as conventionalism in logic, ontic 
commitment, logical or semantic paradoxes, the logic of hypotheses 
and of pre-suppositions, constructivism, and extensionality. 
- Philosophical work relating to specific sciences (such as linguistics, 
history of logic, or physics), with an emphasis on foundational 
problems, and making use of logical theory. Some instances of recent 
work of this kind are the treatments of universal grammar, pragmatics, 
conceptions of possibility, theories and mathematical truth in the history 
of philosophy, formalization of scientific theories, or logical structure 
in quantum mechanics. 
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methodological problems of science, such as the problems of scientific 
discovery and scientific interest, of induction and probability, of 
causation and of the role of mathematics, statistics and logic in 
science, the methodological and foundational problems of the different 
departmental sciences, insofar as they have philosophical interest, 
those aspects of symbolic logic and of the foundations of mathematics 
which are relevant to the philosophy and methodology of science, 
and those facets of the history and sociology of science which are 
important for contemporary topical pursuits. Particular attention is 
paid to the role of mathematical, logical and linguistic methods in the 
general methodology of science and the foundations of the different 
sciences, be they physical, biological, behavioral or social. Most of 
the issues of Synthese are organized into thematic issues, taking 
the character of symposia dealing with described themes. 
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