New Delta paperbacks

% JORGE LUIS BORGES:

Edited by Norman Thomas di Giovanni

4 The only comprehensive edition of Borges'

poetry, with English and Spanish on facing

P pages, this volume includes a foreword by

Borges, an introduction by di Giovanni,

4 notes, index, alternate readings, and biblio-
graphical information. $2.95

Represen+s Borges at his best." —Saturday Review

POEMS OF MAO TSE-TUNG

Translated, with Introduction and Notes, by Hua-Ling Engle and Paul
Engle. Here, in an excellent translation, are all the available poems of
Mao. His poetry constitutes a personal and political autobiography
that spans forty years—from his student days to_his present position
of awesome power. This edition offers the most extensive background
available; the full introduction and notes give historical, mythological,

literary and political details that allow the poems to be read on all
levels. $2.45

TROUSERED APES Sick Literature in a Sick Society

Duncan Williams

Professor Williams' Trousered Apes are the violent, neurotic anti-
heroes of contemporary literature and they reflect, as do all heroes,
the culture of their time. They also presage its future. It is the author's
thesis that a race which mocks its ideals and institutions through the
glorification of violence and pornography cannot survive. The target
of controversy when it was first published in England, the book was
ignored in that country's leading periodicals and journals until C. P.
Snow hailed it as a book of great importance and it began to draw
wide critical acclaim. It was later nominated as Book of the Year by
three major English papers. $2.25

"Witty, erudite, passionately felt . . . perhaps the beginning of a major
argument of the '70's." —C. P. Snow

"Trenchantly argued, richly documented ... ranges over contempo-
rary morals, politicals, and cultyre." —Wall Street Journal

A DELTA BOOKS - b Publishing Co., Inc.

| Dag Hammarskjsld Plaza (245 E. 47th St.) New York, N.Y. 10017
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New York University

in France and Spain

ParIS, academic year 1974-1975
M ad rl d, academic year 1974-1975

Undergraduate divisions for French or Spanish majors
and students of international studies.

Graduate divisions for A.M. and Ph.D. matriculants
in French or Spanish.

A few students in related disciplines accepted if
demonstrably competent in the language.

Parl S, summer session 1974

Undergraduate and graduate divisions for teachers,
majors in French, and students of international studies.

La France Contemporaine

B Language ® Cultural and

® Ljterature Recreational Activities
® Civilization 8 Society

8 Current Thought B The Arts

June 24-August 5, 1974 8 credits

For information, write to:

Professor Wilmarth H. Starr, Director

728 NEW YORK UNIVERSITY ABROAD
] 1010 Main Building
Washington Square, New York, N.Y. 10003
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TH

5 LOEB

CLASSICAL LIBRARY

“The translations of the Loeb Classical Library are particularly pleasing to me.
They facilitate the reading of the originals...” — Bernard Berenson

The Loeb Classical Library is an
invaluable reference collection, the
only existing series of books which
give access to all that is important in
Greek and Latin literature, including
much that is unavailable elsewhere.

The latest addition to this distin-
guished series of 435 volumes is:
Aristides, Volume I: Panathenaic
Oration, In Defence of Oratory {C.A.
Behr, tr.) Loeb Classical Library, 458.
(U.S.A. only) $5.00.

For information about our special complete set discounts, or for a catalogue
of the entire collection, please write to: Mr. L. Brown, The Loeb Classical
Library, Dept. F, HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 79 Garden Street, Cam-
bridge, Mass. 02138.

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS

iTALIAN

Newspaper and Periodical Subscriptions

EUROPEAN PUBLISHERS REPRESENTATIVES Inc.
11-03 46th Avenue, Long Island City, N.Y. 11101, (212) 937-4606

BRITISH MAGAZINES

BRITISH PUBLICATIONS Inc.
11-03 46th Avenue, Long Island City, N.Y. 11101, (212) 937-4606

ITALIAN BOOKS

ITALIAN PUBLICATIONS Inc.
11-03 46th Avenue, Long Island City, N.Y. 11101, (212) 937-4606_

*Free catalogues available upon request.
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indispensable to
the study of
theliterature of this century!

A new, unique reference work

Articles on Twentieth Century Literature:
an Annotated Bibliography,
1954-1970
by David E. Pownall

This major reference work,
an annotated bibliography of
journal articles, provides ready
access to more than 22,000
articles concerned with con-
temporary literature throughout
the world.

The work is conveniently
organized. Volumes 1-6 are
arranged by author with sub-
headings for the individual
works. Volume 7 is classified by
general literary subject and also
contains the index.

Hundreds of articles are
reported for the major authors
of this century with William
Faulkner, Henry James and
James Joyce each having well
over five hundred articles about
their works reported. Auden,
Forster, Garcia Lorca and Gide
have each at least one hundred
articles listed. Other authors are

N\, Kraus-Thomson
‘1[](7/' Organization Limited
Millwood, New York 10546
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represented in proportion to
the amount of academic dis-
cussion and controversy
they generate.

7 volumes $195.00

Now Available:
Volumes 1-3 (Abbe through
lwaszkiewicz)

To be issued serially,
October 1973-May 1974:
Volumes 4-7

ISBN 0-527-72150-6
LC 73-6588

Annotated entries either
summarize the article, state its
conclusion or indicate the nature
of the article.

Send for our informative
brochure with an illustrative
sample page.
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LIOT-POUND
PICCOLOKEATS
YCE YEATS
L AWRENCE POE
AND FRAZFR
LIOT-POUND
ICCOLOKEAT
OYCEYEATS
| AWRENCEP
AND FRAZE

-

| 4

at bookstores or direct from

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

Princeton, New Jerscy 08540

ELIOT IN HIS TIME

Essays on the Occasion of the

Fiftieth Anniversary of THE WASTE LAND
Edited by A. Walton Litz

A. Walton Litz » Hugh Kenner » Richard Ellmann
* Helen Gardner » Robert Langbaum « Robert M.
Adams » Michael Goldman * Donald Davie. Break-
ing the critical orthodoxy of the last three decades,
eight experts in the field offer a major revaluation
of this complex modern master, with the principal
focus on The Waste Land. $8.50

THE LITERARY IMPACT OF
THE GOLDEN BOUGH
John B. Vickery

The culmination of a century of investigations into
myth and ritual, Sir James Frazer’s great study was
one of the works that, in Eliot’s words, “made the
modern world possible for art.” John Vickery con-
siders the extent of The Golden Bough’s influence
throughout the humanities and social sciences and
its intellectual, thematic, and formal impact on
Yeats, Eliot, Lawrence, and Joyce. Cloth $16.50

Limited paperback $8.50

EZRA POUND AND THE
TROUBADOUR TRADITION
Stuart Y. McDougal

“[McDougal’s] detailed analyses of individual trans-
lations and poems demonstrate how the poetry of
Provence influenced the attitude, the content, and
the musicality of Pound’s verse.”—Library Journal
Princeton Essays in European and Comparative
Literature $8.00

EDGAR ALLAN POE
A Phenomenological View
David Halliburton

This first general study of an American author from
this particular approach “offers clarity and consis-
tency to supplant the partial and often ambiguous
criticism of Poe from the past. . . . Of primary
value.”—Library Journal $15.00

KEATS THE POET
Stuart M. Sperry

A comprehensive and sophisticated new interpre-
tation of Keats’s poetry and the development of his
poetic imagination. “Sperry’s book is superlative.
. the main thing being the intelligence of the dis-

cussion from beginning to end.”—David Perkins
$13.00

Collected Poems of LUCIO PICCOLO
Translated and Edited by Brian Swann
and Ruth Feldman

“Piccolo’s work is beyond any doubt difficult, but
of great quality. It will attract the reader interested
in good poetry.”—Jorge Guillén. “These brilliant
translations will serve to introduce a whole new
sensibility to Anglo-American readers.”—Anthony
Burgess $8.50
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Superb Records, Tapes, Filmstrips.

In Spanish, French, German,

ltalian, & Russian.

\\\

>
»

rite for Catalog.

921 E. GREEN SI.
PASADENA, CA.
91106

MOVING?

1. For FASTEST service attach a mailing label (from PMLA or Newsletter) in space be-
low. Otherwise please print clearly your address as we now have it.

2. PRINT YOUR NEW MAILING ADDRESS

Please allow
6 weeks for
change to
take effect.

NEW ACADEMIC AFFILIATION
(for Directory of members)

HERE
NAME RANK LANG.
ADDRESS INST.
CITY CITY
STATE Z1P STATE ZIP

3. Please mail to: Membership Office, Modern Language Association

62 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10011
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The Classical World
of Twayne
TWAYNE’'S WORLD AUTHORS SERIES

SYLVIA E. BOWMAN, Indiana University, General Editor

Twayne's World Authors Series is a major publishing program
designed to survey in depth the various national literatures by pro-
viding compact, critical-analytical studies of their important writers.
The Greek section of the series is edited by Mary P. Gianos (Detroit
Institute of Technology) and the Latin and Classics section by Philip
Levine (UCLA). At present the following titles have been published
in these two sections, All books are $5.95 each.

ALCAEUS by Hubert Martin, J.  HORACE by Kenneth J. Reckford
ARCHILOCHOS by Frederic Will LONGUS by William McCulloh
ARISTOTLE by John Ferguson PETRONIUS by Philip B. Corbett
EPICURUS by George A. Panichas PLUTARCH by C. J. Gianakaris
HERONDAS by Frederic Will PROCOPIUS by J. A.S. Evans
HIPPOCRATES by Edwin B. Levine QUINTILIAN by George Kennedy
HOMER by Andre Michalopoulos SENECA by Anna L. Motto

Related Titles of Interest

ALEXANDER THE GREAT by John W. Snyder
From Twayne’s Rulers and Statesmen of the World, $5.95

CAIUS MARIUS by P. A. Kildahl _
From Twayne's Rulers and Statesmen of the World, $5.95

THE GRACCHI by Henry C. Boren
From Twayne's Rulers and Statesmen of the World, $5.95

GIBBON: The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire and Other
Writings Selected and edited by H. R. Trevor-Roper, $6.50

HERODOTUS: History of the Greek and Persian War
Edited and abridged by W. G. Forrest, $6.50

JOSEPHUS: The Jewish War and Other Selected Writings
Edited by M. L. Finley, $6.50

PROCOPIUS Edited by Averil Cameron, $6.50

THUCYDIDES: The Peloponnesian Wars
Edited and abridged by P. A. Brunt, $6.50

Complete catalogue of publications available upon request.

Twayne Publishers, Inc.

G. K. Hall & Co., Agent, 70 Lincoln St., Boston Mass. 02111
Prices outside the U.S. are 10% higher.
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UNCLE VALENTINE AND OTHER STORIES
Willa Cather’s Uncollected Short Fiction, 1915-1929
Edited with an introduction by Bernice Siote

“The seven stories hold their own artistically by giving us fresh explora-
tions of the temper of the time” — Richard Giannone, Thought. ‘A treasure,

on top of being a necessity, for scholars” — Donald Sutherland, Washing-
m Ol’ an ton Star. Cloth $6.95
THE LETTERS OF JOHN HAMILTON REYNOLDS
Edited with an introduction by Leonidas M. Jones
All the presently recoverable letters—58, among them 17 never before

[
published —of this member of the Keats Circle are coliected here, care-
° fully edited and fully annotated. Cloth $8.50
|n BERNARD SHAW’S MARXIAN ROMANCE
Paul A. Hummert

° This new study is the first to examine in depth the influence of Marxian
philosophy on Shaw's thought and art from Widower’s Houses to Why
She Would Not. Cloth $7.50

THE KNIGHT OF OLMEDO (El caballero de Olmedo)

The Spanish Text with a Facing English Translation
Lope de Vega Translated and edited by Willard F. King

The Knight of Olmedo (ca. 1620) initiates the Regents Continental Drama

Series, new editions of plays chosen from the periods of highest achieve-

ment in the national dramas of Western Europe. Cloth $12.00

LITERARY CRITICISM OF DANTE ALIGHIERI
Translated into English and edited by Robert S. Haller

The first complete collection of Dante’s Italian and Latin critical writings,
and the first attempt to bring together the ideas about poetry which are
scattered in his various works. (Regents Critics Series.) Cloth $11.00

THE PROVOKED HUSBAND
Sir John Vanbrugh and Colley Cibber
Edited with an introduction by Peter Dixon

One of the most successful of eighteenth-century comedies. This edition
is the first to be based on an examination of all the early editions. (Regents
Restoration Drama Series.) Cloth $7.95

ALL FOR LOVE John Dryden
Edited with an introduction by David M. Vieth

New, modern-spelling edition of Dryden’s version of Antony and Cleo-
patra. (Regents Restoration Drama Series.) Cloth $6.95

CATILINE Ben Jonson

Editedwith anintroduction by W. F. Bolton and Jane F. Gardner
The first separate edition of the play since 1916, and the first ever to offer
a modern-spelling text with full explanatory, textual, and source appara-
tus. (Regents Renaissance Drama Series.) Cloth $8.95

CEREMONY IN LONE TREE Wright Morris

“There can be no doubt, | think, that Wright Morris is one of our best
novelists” —John Hollander, Yale Review. “A rich and wonderful book™ —
Virginia Kirkus' Service. Paper $2.25

At bookstores or from UNP

ILNELELEN University of Nebraska Press || L | QP

Burns and Lincoln 68508
MacEachern, Ltd.
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CHAUCER and THE MEDIEVAL BOOK
by Beverly Boyd

Here in a single volume a wealth of information has been brought together concerning
manuscripts and early printed books of the late middle ages. Although Chaucer is a
central figure, the book does not confine itself to the poet and his works, but goes
farther afield to consider manuscripts and the materials from which they were made,
binding, manuscript art, and early printing, especially the work of William Caxton.
There are twelve plates, and for those showing manuscript or printed pages the author
has provided transcriptions. The story is told in brisk and lucid style. The essays all
pertain to Chaucer and his works, but they will prove useful in connection with any
study of the literature of medieval England—or, indeed, to any layman reading for
interest and enjoyment.

1973, 165 pp., illus. $10.00

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS
San Marino, California 91108

I e i l
PARNASSUS REVISITED

Modern Critical Essays on the Epic Tradition

Anthony C. Yu, editor

In this vital and stimulating anthology, eighteen distinguished critics,
representing the best of modern scholarship, examine the nature of the
epic. Among the contributors are C. S. Lewis, E. M. W. Tillyard, Northrop
Frye, Erich Auerbach, Simone Weil, C. M. Bowra, and George Steiner.
Professor Yu's selections from their works focus upon the important
analytical tools which these critics have devised to study and clarify
the epic poetry of the Western world. $14.00, paperback $7.00

Awerican Library Association
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611
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Now language learning can be a joyous adven-
ture, and the teaching of language a rewarding
achievement. In this one new volume you will
find detailed discussion of all the methods,
techniques, and ideas that make it possible.

Every Good Teacher
Wants to Be
Even More Effective

Regents Publishing, long known throughout the world for fine books and ma-
terials for teaching English as a second language, wants to help you . . . and now
we can, more than ever, by bringing you

The Foreign Language Learner: A Guide for Teachers

By Mary Finocchiaro and Michael Bonomo

This is a book for teachers—not for other
linguists. The work of authors who have both extensive theoretical knowledge
and years of practical teaching experience in public schools and universities,
The Foreign Language Learner is a thorough, unified description of the whole
field of teaching language from the point of view of student learning.

Mary Finocchiaro, the senior author, be-
gan as a language teacher in the New York City public schools, rose to principal,
and is now Professor-Emeritus of Education at Hunter College and Specialist in
Language and Linguistics for the U.S. Department of State; she is past President
of TESOL. Michael Bonomo is a Lecturer in Language Teaching and Education for
the City University of New York and an instructor in Foreign Languages for the
New York City schools.

The teacher who is eager to improve general
effectiveness will find the book provides com-
plete coverage of all aspects of classroom
teaching, from how to construct lesson plans
and prepare for class to dealing effectively with
parents and colleagues.

The teacher with a specific problem such as
developing writing fluency will find complete,
practical suggestions for a variety of ap-
proaches on what to do, how and when to
implement it, why it will work, and how to
evaluate it.

At last the dedicated teacher, frustrated

by dense scholarly books on linguistics, can find practical, specific guidance in
opening the door to language mastery.

Regents Publishing Company, Inc. Two Park Avenue New York, New York 10016

Unit
Quantity Title Number Descr. Price
The Foreign Language Learner 18071 cloth $7.95
The Foreign Language Learner 18072 paper $3.95
Prices subject to change without notice.
Name Title
Institution
Address

Bill me the entire cost of materials purchased, less educational discount.

Please send me the Regents catalogue of educational materials in the following area(s):

English as a second language

Spanish French
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TIME, TIDE, and TEMPEST

A Study of Shakespeare’s Romances

by Douglas L. Peterson

The aim of this book is to reclaim the romances for the contemporary audience. The
author’s belief is that in these last plays Shakespeare deliberately chose a radically dif-
ferent dramatic mode as a means of expressing some of the problems of his earlier
plays. The romances are not concerned with verisimilitude and probability. Unlike the
tragedies, they keep the audience at a distance emotionally; indeed, each play contains
devices which call attention to the play itself as a work of art. But they do interest
themselves in the same basic forces that animate many of the other plays, and once this
is understood they can be appreciated for the works of art that they are.

1973, 259 pp., frontis. $8.50

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS
San Marino, California 91108

THE GOLDEN BOWL
is back in print

(e «»  Henry James’s great late novel is now available

The famous novel of
passion and betrayal by

e in an attractive paperback format at $1.50.

The Turn of the Serew

Edited, with an Afterword and a Bibliographical

(SOLDEN, Note, by JOBN HALPERIN, University of South-
BOWL

ern California. This edition also includes James’s

“By HemtyJames  important 1909 preface to the novel.

-
.
4

Order from your bookstore or from the publisher:

THE POPULAR LIBRARY
355 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10017
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RONALD

—
THIRD EDITION of ‘a superb ant/oology”*

BREDVOLD - McKILLOP-WHITNEY- BULLITT

Eighteenth Century
Poetry and Prose

Edited by Louis I. Bredvold, University of Michigan; Alan D. McKillop,

Rice University; and Lois Whitney, Russell Sage College
Third Edition prepared by John M. Bullitt, Harvard University

“The most capacious and, to my mind, the
best-balanced of all anthologies for the
period. 1 particularly welcome the large
amount of the major intellectual prose
(for example, that of Burke), which has
been slighted in earlier anthologies.”

—Prof. W. J. Bate, Harvard University

“A great text. The best in its field.”

—Prof. Walter B. Kelly, University of
Virginia, Mary Washington College

“This is a full, balanced, and informative
anthology, once again the product of sound
editorial judgment.”
—Prof. Otto Reinert,
University of Washington

“I like the new format, particularly having
the notes at the foot of the page, and am
pleased with the additions . ..”
—Prof. K. W. Graham,
University of Guelph

Third Edition, 1973

1,470 pages

“A fine collection. The new edition is ad-
mirable in its coverage of both major and
minor figures.”

—Prof. George S. Peek,
Arkansas State University

“It’s a classic text made even more useful
by the revisions.”
—Prof. Robert L. Haig,
University of North Carolina

*"Bullitt’s revision has resulted in a superb
anthology.”
—Prof. Samue] N. Bogorad,
University of Vermont

“As always, EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
POETRY & PROSE is the best all-round
text in the field. The Third Edition cnly
improves on an already excellent text.
Congratulations!”

—Prof. Michael Peplow,
Lock Haven State College

$11.50

The Ronald Press Company

Publishers since 1900
79 Madison Avenue * New York, N.Y. 10016

/
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NO MORE MASKS!

Edited by Florence Howe and Ellen Bass.
The only comprehensive anthology of po-
etry by and about 20th century American
women. Among the 89 poets represented
are such well-known writers as Amy Lowell
and Sylvia Plath, along with many young
and previously unpublished poets. An
Anchor Original. Paperbound, $3.95

LYRICS OF THE TROUBADOURS
AND TROUVERES

GERMAN AND ITALIAN LYRICS
OF THE MIDDLE AGES

Original texts, with translations and intro-
ductions by Frederick Goldin. Designed as
comprehensive sourcebooks for the student
of medieval literature, these books present
a complete selection of courtly lyrics from
the French, Provencal, German, ltalian tra-
ditions, supported by sound and scholarly
bibliographies,
and guides to pronunciation. Anchor Origi-
nals. Paperbound, Troubadours, $5.95;
German and ltalian, $4.95

=y

translations, annotations,

X,

Doubleday & Company, Inc.
Garden City, New York 11530

THE COUNTERFEITERS

By Hugh Kenner. Focusing on the literature
of the 18th century, when the "counterfeit
tradition” came to its fullest fruition, this
freewheeling study ranges from Jonathan
Swift to Buster Keaton. "A lesson in how
to*see . .. a magic book” (N.Y. Times Book
Review). Paperbound, $1.95

NEW WORLDS FOR THE OLD

The Apocalyptic Imagination, Science
Fiction, and American Literature

By David Ketterer. An engaging analysis of
modern science fiction, emphasizing the
particularly American nature of the genre.
The examination establishes a critical frame-
work for future consideration of science fic-
tion and affords a fresh perspective on
American literature. An Anchor Original.
Paperbound, $1.95

THE POETRY OF THE NEGRO
1746-1970

Edited by Langston Hughes and Arna Bon-
temps. A revised and updated edition of
the most comprehensive and popular col-
lection of poetry by and about Black Ameri-
cans. Hardcover, $8.95; paperbound, $4.95
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You and 400,000 other
scholars have been working

toward this day for 112 years.
Congratulations.

At Xerox University Microfilms we have compiled a comprehensive 37 volume
index to virtually all of the 400,000 dissertations accepted in the American doctoral
programs since they began in 1861.

This new and unique edition, the Comprehensive Dissertation Index (CDI),
provides the only single source access to this wealth of diverse doctoral research,
simply, quickly and conveniently.

Because CDI comprises both a subject index and an author index, it can take
less than three minutes to find a particular dissertation. Any dissertation.

By consulting the appropriate subject volume, one can readily find a listing of
all of the dissertations ever written in a particular field of study, the dates they were
written, the authors, the institutions, and the degrees granted. Each entry will also
indicate if the abstract of the dissertation has been published in Dissertation Abstracts
International, and if a copy of the dissertation is available from Xerox University
Microfilms.

With the publication of CDI and its annual update supplements, a new source of
major information is open to scholars, researchers, doctoral candidates, and graduate
school advisors alike. And it works for you whether you have the entire set, the
author index, or simply a single volume on your particular field of interest.

CDIL A lot of work done by a lot of people to help make things a lot easier

for you.
XEROX

Please send me more information on the following:
0] Subject ($100./voly [J Author Index ($495.) [ Complete set ($2495.) [ Microfiche ($1995.)

NAME TITLE
INSTITUTION
ADDRESS CITY
STATE ZIp
AREA OF INTEREST.
PLEASE CALL ME( ) —_— MAIL TO:
Xerox University Microfilms
OR CALL US (313) 761-4700 Literature Service Department PMLA-10
300 North Zeeb Road

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

XEROX® is a trademark of XEROX CORPORATION,
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A ruled ledger that F.

Scott Fitzgerald filled

with details of his professional

career. A record of his published

fiction, an account of his earnings

as well as those of his wife, Zelda,

and a listing of people, places,

and events meaningful to him make this a singular
bio-bibliographical document.

Pre-publication price is $25.00.
After September 1, 1973 the price will be $35.00.

S ) ce
%/‘ Microcard Editions BoOOKS n ingian Head Company A Division of Information Handling Services

901 TWENTY-SIXTH STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037

O Please reserve a copy for me of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Ledger.

[J I am ordering at the publication price of $35.00 (after September 1, 1973).

O I'would also like to order the deluxe facsimile edition of:

O The Red Badge of Courage
NAME

O I am taking advantage of the prepublication price of $25.00 (in effect only before September 1, 1973).

O F. Scott Fitzgerald’s manuscript of The Great Gatsby (price before November 1, 1973 is $35.00; after, $45.00).
O Stephen Crane’s manuscript of The Red Badge of Courage (price before October 1, 1973 is $50.00;

after, $60.00).
[J Send me further information about: Orders from individuals must be prepaid.
O The Great Gatsby If payment accompanies order, postage will be paid.

TITLE

INSTITUTION

ADDRESS
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NEW FROM MLA
COMING IN NOVEMBER

Victorian Prose: A Guide to
Research

Edited by David ]. DeLaura

The University of Texas

In the revival of serious interest in all things Victorian in the past two decades,
the high artistry of the great nineteenth-century prose “sages” has been thoroughly
established. The Victorian prose prophets, despite their very different individual
points of view, turned their attention to a set of problems that have continued to
absorb all serious modern readers—problems as pressing as pollution, the condition
of the worker in the modern industrial process, and the role of an educated elite in
a democratic society. The central role of these Victorian sages in establishing a con-
tinuing “humanistic”” attitude in modern life—conservative in its concern for pre-
serving the best values of the older culture, yet aware of the need for new and even
radical solutions to the “human problem” in a new society—has been thoroughly
demonstrated in recent years.

This volume advances our understanding of this highly significant and talented
body of work, first by summarizing and criticizing modern studies in the field, and
second by suggesting neglected aspects of thought and artistry worthy of the atten-
tion of future scholars and critics. Thirteen scholars, many of them well-known ex-
perts in Victorian studies, have here synthesized, criticized, and extended our under-
standing of this large and continuingly relevant body of work. Individual chapters
are devoted to the major figures: Carlyle, Macaulay, Newman, Mill, Ruskin, Arnold,
and Pater. Four omnibus chapters bring together a wide range of further topics: the
Critics, the Unbelievers, the Oxford Movement, and Victorian Religion.

This volume will prove indispensable to all serious students of the literature, his-
tory, and culture of nineteenth-century England.
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