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FOREWORD

IAU colloquium no. 120 was hosted by the Instituto de Astrofisica de Andalucia to cele-
brate the jubilee of Guido Miinch, who pioneered many aspects of the study of interstellar
matter, and whose multiple fundamental contributions make up the backbone of our present
understanding of the structure and dynamics of the interstellar medium.

The study of interstellar matter has traditionally been divided into a number of areas that
have followed a more or less parallel and independent development. As the field approaches
maturity, however, it is increasingly clear that further development in it requires a basic
understanding of the primary mechanisms that govern the interactions between the various
components.

Because of the diversity and complexity of this subject, the meeting was organized around
a number of invited talks (22 in total), in which the speakers were requested by the Scientific
Organizing Committee to present the “state of the art” of each subject. These talks were
complemented by 50 selected oral contributions and 40 poster papers.

The Local Organizing Committee accepted the double challenge of arranging an incred-
ibly demanding scientific programme and at the same time a celebration of Guido’s jubilee
worthy of Guido’s legend.

The magnificent city of Granada, situated in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada, provided
an ideal setting for the conference, and the spring in Granada was enjoyed by 150 participants
from 21 countries. The renowned hospitality of the inhabitants of Granada, and of the staff
of the Instituto de Astrofisica de Andalucia, in particular, was apparent when they helped
the participants to survive the loaded scientific programme, which took all day, and the
celebrations, which took a good part of every night!

This book contains most of the papers that were presented at the conference and the
abstracts of all posters. The order in which the material is presented here differs slightly from
the order in which the papers were read at the conference since the editors felt it appropriate
to rearrange some contributions to preserve the thematic unity of the book.

The scientific meetings took place in a very friendly atmosphere that stimulated many
lively discussions and a “duel” between theorists and observers. The Local Organizing Com-
mittee made an effort to record these discussions, most of which are reproduced in this book.

The girls at the conference desk, Milagros Estepa, Susana Gémez, and Josefina Molina,
solved every problem and were instrumental to the success of the meeting. Working mostly
behind the scenes, Dr. Victor Costa made sure that everything ran smoothly, and was there
whenever needed. The editors are particularly grateful to Susana Gémez and Josefina Molina
from the IAA, and to Petra Berkemeyer from the MPI fiir Astrophysik for their invaluable
help preparing the manuscripts for publication.

Finally, we thank all the participants of the meeting for their excellent science and for
their songs, dances, and cheerfulness during the celebrations.

Granada, September 1989. Guillermo Tenorio-Tagle
Mariano Moles
Jorge Melnick
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