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A Study of the Third and Fourth Books of Spenser's Faerie Queene 

by THOMAS P. R O C H E , J R . 

Scholars have often felt that in Books ra and IV of the Faerie Queene 
Spenser was not in control of the structure. Thomas P. Roche, Jr., seeks 
to dispel this view. He shows by a close examination of the text that all 
four books have a logical structure, and that the apparently randomly se­
lected episodes form one complex allegory. 'Mr. Roche is not only 
learned but also thoughtful and sensitive; his reading of Spenser's allegory 
is beautifully controlled; he gives a fresh and convincing interpretation.' 
—J. Lyndon Shanley. 232 pages. $6.00 
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Indispensable Drama 
and Theater Bibliography 
[SOLEINNE, MARTINEAU de] Bibliotheque dramatique de M. de 
Soleinne. Catalogue reclig6 par P. L. Jacob (pseud, of Paul Lacroix), 7 vols, 
in 5, (1843-45). (TOGETHER WITH) Bibliotheque dramatique de Pontde Vesle, 
augmentee et completee par . . . Jacob. Catalogue reclig6 d'apres le plan du 
catalogue Soleinne et destine a servir de complement a ce catalogue. (1846). 
(AND WITH) Joseph de Filippi, Essai d'une bibliographic generale du theatre, 
ou Catalogue raisonne . . . completant le catalogue Soleinne. (1861). (AND 
WITH) Charles Brunet, Table des pieces de theatre decrites dans le catalogue 
de la bibliotheque de M. de Soleinne. (1914). In all, 10 vols, in 8, over 3000 
pages. (Paris, 1843-1914). N. Y., Burt Franklin, 1964. 

Per vol.: $30.00 The set: $200.00 
These ten volumes (available as a set or separately) constitute an almost 

unsurpassed bibliography relating to drama and theater up through the mid-
19th century. There are almost 15,000 separate citations which, though 
strongest in French plays of all periods, cover also the English, Oriental, 
Greek, Latin and neo-Latin, Italian, Spanish, German, and other European 
theaters. 

Included are collections of manuscripts, prints, and drawings. Also works 
on ballet and the burlesque and satiric theater. There are two volumes of in­
dices: one with the original work, and the whole buttressed by an analytic 
index of almost 500 pages published by Rothschild. The De Filippi and Pont 
de Vesle volumes augment and complement the main Soleinne catalogue. 

Bibliographers seem to be unanimous in their general estimate of this 
collection: ' A very useful collection from ancient times through the first 
part of the 19th century. Particularly strong in French theater and including 
works of many European countries." (Winchell, R606). Archer Taylor in 
Book Catalogues: their varieties and uses (1957) (pp. 122-123) equates the 
Soleinne catalogue with the Hoe, Huth, Ashley, and Pforzheimer collec­
tions in its specialized field. "The Soleinne catalogue, an excellent bibliog­
raphy of French drama, i s . . . an indispensable a id . . . " "Books on theatrical 
history in the Pont de Vesle library . . . passed into the Soleinne library . . . 
one of the chief sources . . ." (ibid., p. 135). "Catalogue of magnificent li­
brary . . . most extensive listing." Cabeen, Bibliog. French Lit. iv:45o. Cabeen 
describes the Brunet index volume: "indispensable not only for the Soleinne 
catalogue, but also as rapid checklist..." (ibid., p.451)"... les plus belles col­
lections connues de pieces de theatre anciennes et de livres relatifs au thea­
tre." Stein, Bibliog. Generale, p. 279. Besterman (3rd ed.) col. 1047. North-
rup, #1932-1; I932-2J 1933. 
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