NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

The British Journal of Psychiatry is published monthly
under the auspices of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.
The Journal publishes original work in all fields of psy-
chiatry. All communications, including manuscripts for
publication, should be sent to The Editor, The British
Journal of Psychiatry, 17 Belgrave Square, London
SWIX 8PG.

Two copies of the manuscript should be submitted and
the author should retain a copy. Articles must be typed
on one side of the paper only, double spaced with wide
margins.

Contributions are accepted for publication on the con-
dition that their substance has not been published or
submitted for publication elsewhere. The Journal does
not hold itself responsible for statements made by con-
tributors. Unless so stated, material in the Journal does
not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or the
Royal College of Psychiatrists.

Published articles become the property of the Journal
and can be published elsewhere, in full or in part, only
with the Editor’s written permission.

Manuscripts accepted for publication are subject to
copy-editing, and to editorial changes required for con-
formity with Journal style.

We regret that papers unsuitable for publication will not
be returned.

In the assessment of manuscripts submitted to the
Journal, great importance is attached to clarity and
brevity of expression. Authors using any statistical
methods at all are strongly advised to study the paper
*Statistical guidelines for contributors to medical jour-
nals’ (D.G. Altman et al, British Medical Journal, 71 May
1983, 286, 1489-1493) at the earliest possible stage in
preparing their work for publication.

Format of papers
The title should be brief and to the point. If necessary, a
subtitle may be used to amplify the main title. The
names of the authors should appear on the title-page,
and their names, degrees, affiliations and full addresses at
the end of the paper.

A summary should be given at the beginning of the
article. It should be brief and factual and not normally
more than 150 words.

References should be listed alphabetically at the end of
the paper, the titles of journals being given in full. Titles of
books and journals are printed in italic and should
therefore be underlined on the typescript. Reference lists
not in Journal style will be returned to the author for
correction.

Authors should check that the text references and the
reference list are in complete agreement as regards dates
and spelling of names. The text reference should bein the
form ‘(Smith, 1971)’ or ‘Smith (1971) showed that. . .".
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pp. 240-246. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone.
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Brief reports should cite a maximum of 10 references.

‘Personal communications’ need written authoris-
ation. No other citation of unpublished work is
permissible.

Terms or abbreviations which might not be under-
stood by the average reader should be explained at first
occurrence.

Each table should be on a separate sheet, with an
adequate heading; table and heading should be self-
explanatory without reference to the text. All tables and
figures must be cited in the text. Figures should be indi-
vidual glossy photographs, or other camera-ready
prints, not photocopies, clearly numbered and cap-
tioned below. Avoid cluttering figures with explanatory
text which is better incorporated succinctly in the cap-
tion. Lettering (film-set or stencil) should be parallel to
the axes. Units must be clearly indicated and should be
presented in the form quantity:unit (note—litre’ should
be spelled out in full unless modified to ml, dl, etc.).

Proofs

A proof will be sent to the corresponding author of an
article. Offprints, which are prepared at the same time as
the Journal, should be ordered when the proof is
returned to the Editor. Offprints are despatched up to
six weeks after publication. The form assigning copy-
right to the College must be returned with the proof.

Letters to the Editor

Letters should not exceed two double-spaced typed
pages. They will be edited for clarity and conformity
with Journal style and may be shortened. There should
be no more than five references; tables and figures
cannot be used. Proofs will not be sent to authors.
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