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A History of the Franklin
Institute 1824—1865

Bruce Sinclair

This year Philadelphia’s Franklin Institute is celebrating the 150th anniver-
sary of its founding of promote technological research and industrial advance-
ment. During the years covered by this comprehensive history, the Institute
established itself as a major force in American technological development,
becoming the most important organization in the field.

Philadelphia’s Philosopher Mechanics presents the role of technology in
nineteenth-century America in terms of the nature of progress, government
controls or the lack thereof, the public welfare, economic independence, and
the rise of specialization. The author explores the careers of major figures in
that period of American science and argues that by the 1840’s the solitary
inventor had already been replaced in some fields by organized research
efforts.

IHustrated with four self-contained photo essays, this book will be a worthy
addition to the strong Johns Hopkins list of books on the history of American
technology, the most recent of which, Elmer Sperry: Inventor and Engineer,
by Thomas Parke Hughes, received three awards, including the Dexter
Prize of the Society for the History of Technology.
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The British Society for the

History of Science

THE objects of the Society are to further the study of the history of science by
holding meetings for the reading and discussion of papers and by facilitating the
publication of relevant material. The British Journal for the History of Science is
published by the Society as its official organ.

There will generally be a summer meeting, a winter meeting, and an Easter
meeting of the Society. Additional meetings are arranged for specific occasions
such as important anniversaries.

Membership, which includes a subscription to 7#e British Fournal for the
History of Science, is open to all persons approved by the Council of the Society
and elected at an ordinary meeting. The annual subscription is £5.00 ($15.00)
or, for Students, £3.00 ($9.00).

Membership: Applications for membership should be made on a form
that is available from The Assistant Secretary, The British Society for the
History of Science, 47 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8QX.

THE BRITISH JOURNAL FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE

THE journal is published three times a year, in March, July, and November,
and the three parts published in any one year constitute a volume.

Editorial matters: Papers for inclusion in the Fournal should be submitted
to the Hon. Editor, Dr Robert Fox, Department of History, University of
Lancaster, Bailrigg, Lancaster LA1 4YG, from whom instructions may be
obtained concerning the presentation and documentation of papers. All
communications on editorial matters, and books for review, should be addressed
to the Hon. Editor.

Advertising: Particulars about advertising in the Fournal may be obtained
from The Advertisement Manager, The Institute of Physics, 1 Lowther
Gardens, Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2AB.

Orders and back issues: Orders for the fournal and inquiries about
back issues should be addressed to Headley Brothers Ltd, Ashford, Kent
TN24 8HH, who will also supply information about binding costs. Claims for
missing copies should be made to Headley Brothers within six months of
publication.
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