THOMAS BERGER

A

HISTRIONICS
Three Plays

Thomas Bernhard

Translated by Peter Jansen and
Kenneth Northcott

Translated specifically for the
stage, this selection makes
three of Bernhard’s most power-
ful plays available to English-
speaking students and theater
professionals. His dark, absur-
dist plays can be likened to
those of Beckett and Pinter, but
their cultural and political con-
cerns are distinctly Bernhard'’s.
Paper $12.95 296 pages
Library cloth edition $42.50

Now in Paper—

WITTGENSTEIN’S

NEPHEW
A Friendship

Thomas Bernhard
Translated by David McLintock

Bernhard’s memoir about
Paul Wittgenstein is “a confes-
sion and a guilty homage to
their friendship; it takes the
place of the graveside speech
he never delivered. In its ob-
sessive, elegant rhythms and
narrative eloquence, it
resembles a tragic aria by
Richard Strauss. . .. Thisis a
memento mori that approaches
genius.”—Richard Locke,
Wall Street Journal

Paper $8.95 106 pages
Phoenix Fiction

CORRECTION

Thomas Bernhard
Translated by Sophie Wilkins

“Correction is something
exceedingly rare among
novels of recent years: a

" paradigm of consciousness

/and not simply a product. .. .

Bernhard has said that ‘the

art we need is the art of

bearing the unbearable,” and
his novel joins that small
group of literary works which
nobly help us to do that.”—

% Richard Gilman, The Nation
. Paper $10.95 282 pages

Phoenix Fiction

RICHARD

A
FATHER'S
WORDS

STERN
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A FATHER’S

WORDS
A Novel

Richard Stern

“Richard Stern’s
novels are robustly
intelligent, very
funny, and beguil-
ingly humane. He
knows as much as
anyone writing
American prose
about family mis-
chief, intellectual
shenanigans, love
blunders—and about
writing American
prose.”—Philip Roth
Paper $9.95
192 pages
Phoenix Fiction
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THE TELEPHONE

BOOK

Technology
Schizophrenia
Electric Speech

By Avital Ronell

“With The Telephone Book, the de-
construction of ‘phonocentrism’
takes an unheard-of turn: Hei-
degger and Derrida are joined by
Alexander Graham (“Ma”) Bell ina
party line that leaves one’s ears
(and eyes) ringing.” — Samuel
Weber, International Operator. In
many ways a meditation on the
technologically constituted state,
" The Telephone Book opens a new
field, becoming the first political
deconstruction of tech-
nology, state terrorism,
‘ and schizophrenia.
And it offers a fresh
. reading of the
American and
European addiction
to technology in
= which the tele-
phone emerges as

this age. $35.00

the crucial figure of

“It’s for you.”
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THE ORIGINS
OF WRITING

Edited by Wayne M. Senner

Long shrouded in myth and specu-
lation, the origins of writing have
only recently been freed from racial
and national bias to become a
subject of careful objective study.
Historians, linguists, and archae-
ologists have accumulated
abundant new information about
the development and spread of
writing systems, but until now no
single book has attempted to sur-
vey and compare the evidence,
theories, and conclusions emerg-
ing from the various specialties. In
The Origins of Writing leading
American scholars present the es-
sential story of how and why the
world’s major writing systems in
the Middle East, the Far East,
Europe, and Central America came
into existence. It will be welcomed
by all readers who seek to under-
stand civilization’s debt to writing.
$35.00
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