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The Novels of E. M. Forster

By JAMES McCONKEY, Assistant Professor of English,
Cornell University

HERE is an unusually able critical analysis of Forstexr’s novels and
the philosophy revealed in them.

Using the criteria which Forster established in his own study of
longer fiction, Aspects of the Novel, Professor McConkey devotes a
chapter each to point of view, elements of fantasy and prophecy, and
use of rhythm. He traces the development of these three aspects in
the novels from earliest to latest, discussing the works in turn, but
giving greater consideration to the most ambitious three: The
Longest Journey, Howards End, and 4 Passage to India.

He finds the movement to be one from fantasy to prophecy and
toward a more effective use of rhythm and point of view. Most of all,
however, he sees that the novels show Forster to be searching for a
satisfactory “mythology,” or frame of reference, to contain his unique
view of life.

A valuable contribution to scholarship as well as an interesting
and readable volume, this book should appeal to all who enjoy
literature, 176 pages, $3.00

Ernest Renan as an Essayist

By RICHARD M. CHADBOURNE, dssociate Professor of
French, University of Colorado

RENAN'S essays, although they provide a rich cross section of his
life and work, have been unjustly neglected of late. Professor Chad-
bourne’s is the first book in any language to present a detailed study
of them. :

Placing the essays in the context of Renan’s total work, Chad-
bourne finds in them new proof of his basic seriousness and wisdom.
He discusses Renan’s famous religious crises, examines his intellectual
and stylistic growth, and offers a new interpretation of the causes
and nature of renanisme, or frivolous irony, so prominent in the last
stages of his career.

This gracefully written study, winner of the MLA-Crofts-Cornell
award in 1956, provides a much-needed rehabilitation of Renan’s
literary genius—a record of the growth of the man’s thought on the
crucial issues of his time. 286 pages, $4.50
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