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The first book in the English language to demonstrate the meanings
and methods of Soviet quantitative history. Through historical pers-
pectives, renowned Russian scholars analyze Soviet quantitative
research approaches. While quantitative historians will discover new
modes of data collection and analysis, specialists in Slavie and Russian
history will gain fascinating insights into the economic and social
background of the ecountry. Editor Don Karl Rowney provides a
lengthy introduction, placing the articles in context for the non-
specialist. All Western scholars will find Soviet Quantitative His-
tory a rare glimpse into an important research tradition.
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Decades ago when quantitative history was still in its infancy, a
president of the American Historical Association warned followers of
the History Muse, Clio, never to “worship at the shrine of that bitch-
goddess, quantification.”

Allan G. Bogue is a central figure in the quantitative revolution that
has since transformed historical scholarship. The essays in this
volume provide an account of the sources, objectives, and techniques of
cliometrics; sketches of leading personalities in the movement; com-
mentary on its successes and failures; and fresh insights into the way
major methodological innovations are entering mainstream historical
research. Together, they comprise a provocative overview of the his-
torical development—and basic principles—of rigorous empirical
analysis in American Political History.

“This book is a guide to good historiographic practices for all histori-
ans. ... Itis a reasoned argument for a return, on a new and higher level,
to old concerns for the quality and reliability of evidence, and for more
careful attention to the inferences that particular bodies of evidence can
support. ... Cliometric approaches to such matters as “sampling bias,”
“model misspecification,” and “data gaps” have, [ Bogue] shows, appli-
cability to virtually every type of historical evidence.”
—from the Introduction by Robert Fogle,
Universtty of Chicago Business School
CONTENTS: Foreword ROBERT FOGLE/ Introduction// I. Beginnings// 1.
Inside the “Iowa School”// I1. The “New” Political History // 2. United States:
The “New” Political History / 3. Recent Developments in Political History: The
Case of the United States / 4. The New Political History in the 1970s // 111,
Archival Issues// 5. The Historian and the Social Science Data Archivesin the
United States / 6. Data Dilemmas: Quantitative Data and the Social Science
History Association /7. Historical Research and State Archival Data// IV. The
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cans: A Meaning for Today
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