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Social and economic systems worldwide are changing rapidly. These changes are accompa-
nied by an increasing global demand for natural resources, including land, water, minerals, 
energy sources, food and timber. Today’s foremost challenge lies in finding the tools not 
only to address the complexity of these interrelated trends, but also to implement strategies 
to balance environmental needs with socioeconomic requirements. This volume of State of 
the Apes contributes to this search by presenting original research and analysis, topical case 
studies and emerging best practice from a range of key stakeholders to examine the inter-
face between ape conservation and industrial agriculture. In assessing the drivers behind 
agricultural expansion and land investments, it sheds light on governance challenges and 
legal frameworks that shape land use. 

Aimed at policy-makers, industry experts and decision-makers, academics, researchers 
and NGOs, this volume is designed to inform debate, practice and policy in ways that will 
help to reconcile the goals of industrial agriculture with those of ape conservation and welfare, 
and social and economic development.

This title is available as an open access eBook via Cambridge Books Online and at  
www.stateoftheapes.com.
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The world’s primates are among the most endangered of all tropical species. All great ape 
species – gorilla, chimpanzee, bonobo and orangutan – are classified as either Endangered or 
Critically Endangered. Furthermore, nearly all gibbon species are threatened with extinction. 
Whilst linkages between ape conservation and economic development, ethics and wider envi-
ronmental processes have been acknowledged, more needs to be done to integrate biodiversity 
conservation within broader economic, social and environmental communities if those con-
nections are to be fully realized and addressed.

Intended for a broad range of policy-makers, industry experts and decision-makers, 
academics, researchers, and NGOs, the State of the Apes series will look at the threats to these 
animals and their habitats within the broader context of economic and community devel-
opment. Each publication presents a different theme, providing an overview of how these 
factors interrelate and affect the current and future status of  apes, with robust statistics, welfare 
indicators, official and various other reports providing an objective and rigorous analysis of 
relevant issues.
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