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One hundred years ago

The employment of the insane

The Lancet of 28th October refers to work
done at the Wernersville State Asylum,
Pennsylvania, where chronic patients con-
sidered fit to labour are received from the
other State institutions. The results of five
years’ experience of agricultural labour
are given as follows: — (a) Of the patients
6 per cent. can perform work equal to paid
labour, 30 per cent. can perform labour
equal to one half of paid labour, and 50
per cent. are equal to one fourth of the va-
lue of paid labour. The balance of 14 per
cent. are non-working, and this includes
those who are ill or are found on trial not
to be able to work. (b) The estimated value
of the gross amount of work done during
the current year, on a basis of 400 men, is

$29,000. The estimated cost of food per
head is 20 cents per diem, or $1.40 per
week. (c) The health and welfare of the pa-
tients are medically attended to, and the
medical reports regarding the health and
mortality are found to be entirely satisfac-
tory. Indoor work, e.g. brush-making, is
now being introduced as an extension of
the original industrial scheme, and it is be-
lieved that this also can be pursued with
profit. These results are representative of
our experience in asylums of this country
where an adequate area of agricultural
ground has been secured. It is somewhat
surprising that the Lancet should go on to
recommend that the example of Werners-
ville should be followed by other institu-
tions and America. Old-
established asylums such as Wakenfield

in Britain

and Utica are veritable hives of industry;
it is years since machinery was introduced
in the shoemaking department at the for-
mer, and the old men were encouraged to
make and repair stockings; while the useful
trades at Utica are representative of the
greatest possible variety, and would be still
more efficient but for the interference of
trades unions. Of course every asylum
ought to have a farm proportionate to its
size. It is late in the day to advocate that
primitive measure.
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Corrigenda

Acute manic symptomatology during
repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation
in a patient with bipolar depression, BJP,
175, 491. The authorship of this letter
was reported incorrectly. The authors are:
M. Garcia-Toro, A. Gonzalez, M. Romera
(Complex Hospitalari GESMA, c/Jests no.
40, 07003 Palma de Mallorca, Spain) and
A. Pascual-Leone (Laboratory for Magnetic
Brain Stimulation, Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center and Harvard Medical

School, Department of Neurology, 330
Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215,
USA).

Medial prefrontal glutamine and dreaming,
BJP 175, 288-289. The name and affilia-
tion of the fourth author were omitted from
the manuscript in error. R. S. Menon
(Laboratory for Functional Magnetic Reso-
nance Research, John P. Robarts Research
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Institute, Box 5015, 100 Perth Drive,
London, Ontario, Canada N6A 5K8) was
a scientific advisor to the study team and
helped collect the spectroscopic data re-
ported.

Polydactyly and functional psychosis, BJP,
175, 291-292. The author of this letter is
M. S. Bhatia (not M. S. Shatia as originally
reported).
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