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‘ In adopting our title of the Fournal of Mental Science, published by authority
of the Medico-Psychological Association, we profess that we cultivate in our pages
mental science of a particular kind, namely, such mental science as appertains
to medical men who are engaged in the treatment of the insane. But it has
been objected that the term mental science is inapplicable, and that the term
mental physiology or mental gathology, or psychology, or psychiatry (a term
much affected by our German brethren), would have been more correct and ap-
propriate ; and that, moreover, we do not deal in mental science, which is pro-
perly the sphere of the aspiring metaphysical intellect. If mental science is
strictly synonymous with metaphysics, these objections are certainly valid ; for
although we do not eschew metaphysical discussion, the aim of this JourNAL is
certain%y bent upon more attainable objects than the pursuit of those recondite
inquiries which have occupied the most ambitious intellects from the time of
Plato to the present, with so much labour and so little result. But while we
admit that metaphysics may be called one department of mental science, we main-
tain that mental physiology and mental pathology are also mental science under
a different aspect. While metaphysics may be called speculative mental science,
mental physiology and pathology, with their vast range of inquiry into insanity,
education, crime, and all things which tend to preserve mental health, or to pro-
duce mental disease, are not fesss questions of mental science in its practical, that
is in its sociological point of view. If it were not unjust to high mathematics
to compare it in any way with abstruse metaphysics, it would illustrate our
meaning to say that our practical mental science would fairly bear the same rela-
tion to the mental science of the metaphysicians as applied mathematics bears to
the pure science. In both instances the aim of the pure science is the attainment
of abstract truth; its utility, however, frequently going no further than to serve
as a gymnasium for the intellect. In both instances the mixed science aims at,
and, to a certain extent, attains immediate practical results of the greatest utility
to the welfare of mankind ; we therefore maintain that our JOURNAL is not inaptly
called the Fournal of Mental Science, although the science may only attempt to
deal with sociological and medical inquiries, relating either to the preservation of
the health of the mind or to the amelioration or cure of its diseases; and although
not soaring to the height of abstruse metaphysics, we only aim at such meta-
physical knowledge as may be available to our purposes, as the mechanician uses
the formularies of mathematics. This is our view of the kind of mental science
which physicians engaged in the grave responsibility of caring for the mental
health of their fellow-men may, in all modesty, pretend to cultivate; and while
we cannot doubt that all additions to our certain knowledge in the speculative
department of the science will be great gain, the necessities of duty and of danger
must ever compel us to pursue that knowledge which is to be obtained in the
practical departments of science with the earnestness of real workmen. The cap-
tain of a ship would be none the worse for being well acquainted with the higher
branches of astronomical science, but it is the practical part of that science as it
is applicable to navigation which he is compelled to study.”—Sir ¥. C. Bucknill,
M.D., FRS.
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ALLEN & HANBURYS L.
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Myxoedemus.—The relief afforded to cases of Myxcedema by the use of the Thyroid Gland
during the last five years has marked a totally new departure in the history of medicine. We are
beginning to understand the physiological importance of luternal Secretions to the animal economy.

Myxcedema has been recognised as long ago as 1874 by Sir Wm. Gull as a distinct discase, and
before dtlmt time it had been found that unimals invariably succumbed afier tutal extirpation of the
Thyroid.

’rgretinism, too, had long heen rccognised to be connected with congenital ahsence or deficiency in
the glandulur structure of the Thyroid.
zrime enough has now elapsed to prove that those cases of Myxcedema which have been restored to
health maintain that condition as long as they continue to take the gland or efficient preparation of its
extract. .

S‘Poradie Cretinism.—As regards Sporadic Cretinism, we cannot do better than refer
the reader to an original article which appeared in the Lancet, with Photognph., by W, W.0—,
M.D. Oxon., M.R.C.P. London, November 4th, 1893, p. 1118, -

All these cases were treated by Allen and Hanburys’ Thyroidin Tablets. The
results -are perhaps more remarkable than those obtained in the allied cohdition of Myxcedema.

The wtiter observes that these Preparations have given entire satisfaction. The
Photographs speak for themselves.

The success attending the use of Thyroid Extract in the Myxcedematous condition of the skin
and its appendages has suggested its employment in various skin lesions.

Psoriasis.—Very good results have been attained in some cases of obstinate
psoriasis by using Thyroidin Tablets.
- In a recent number of the Lancet three of these cases are reported. After treatment with iodide
of potussium and arsenic internally, and chrysophanic acid cintment locally, showed no improvement,
but, on the other hand, the disorder was in some cases aggravated, developing a general dermatitis of
the face with febrile disturbance.

But on the treatment being changed, and TasLxTs or THYROID GLAND (ALLEN AND HANBURYS®)
being administered, the writer observes:

Case 1.—*“ The improvement was very striking, . . . the scales were comPletely gone, and all that
was left was a slight discoloration of the skin where the disease ind appeared.”

Case 2—**The scalp and limbs were uearly clear. . . . The patient, who has suffered from the
disease for nineteen years past, has had no discomfort from the remedy, and says that nothing has ever
acted so rapidly upon his disease.”

Case 3.—'*The result was astonishing, for in three days there was a marked improvement, and no
further spread of the disease had takeun place. No discomtort was experienced from txe remedy.”

For full details of the above quotations see the Lancet, January 6th, 1894, p. 19.

Whilst formerly liquid extracts and the raw gland were used, ALLxNX AND HANBURYS were the first
to offer the active principles of the Thyroid Gland in the compressed form, which is now the favourite
mode of administration. The glands are dissected and carefully examined and separated from all dlood,
Sat, and inert tissue, whick readily decompose and produce gastric disturbances, vomiting, &c., an

which give to some preparations on the market a most repulsive smell, especially
when they have been kept for a short time.

THYROIDIN TABLETS

Readily disintegrate when swallowed, and from their shape and size are taken without difficulty. It
preferred, they may be dissolved in a little water before being swallowed.
One Tablet equals 5 grs. of Gland. Dose: 1 or 2.

THYROIDIN CACHETS

Contain 5 grs. of Thyroidin in each. Dose: 1 or 2. A very suitable and convenient mode of taking
Thyroidin.

ELIXIR THYROIDIN

. Is a very pulatable, slightly sweet preparation, of which one fluid ounce represents one Gland (nverage).
1t will be found to keep well without chunge. Dose: 1 to 4 fluid drachms.

Theabove are putup in 1s., 2s. 6d., and 4s. 6d. packages (retail), or 8s., 21s., and 40s.
per doz. to the Profession.
SAMPLES SUPPLIED TO THE PROFESSION ON APPLICATION.

ALLEN & HANBURYS LTD,,
Plough Court, Lombard Street, LONDON.
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PHILIP H. HARMER.
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