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PARASITES AND PARASITISM
THOMAS W. M. CAMERON

Professor of Parasitology, McGill University

Based on thirty years teaching of the subject to a wide variety of students, this provides
a completely new approach to parasitology. Not only is it evolutionary in its view-
point, but it treats parasitism as a natural biological phenomenon, as a branch of
ecology, co-equal in importance and interest with terrestrial, fresh-water and marine
creatures. Its basic tenet is that as there are more species of parasites than there are
of hosts, the parasite must normally have adopted a modus vivendi with the host and
so normally is not pathogenic. Disease, therefore, is not a necessary consequence of
parasitism and parasites must be considered as part of the host's environment.

The book falls into three parts. First there is a general survey of parasites, in which
representative types are discussed. The second part considers the evolution and de-
velopment of the defence mechanism of the host, while the third is concerned with the
consequences of parasitism—including natural history of disease.

With 152 line illustrations. 3O.s.
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