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THE INTERDISCIPLINARY ASSESSMENT 0' DISABLEMENT

John E. Cooper. Nottingh... , United KingdoN

Elcept for the ICIDH of WHO (19801. Ilolt DC the Inltruments
and Iche.e. for the •••e•••ent of di ••bt eeene have been
produced by. lind fila are oriented towards. hea 1th workers In
particuhr disciplines. SOlie elallples will be dlscu..ed ,
tocether with 10_. po•• ible realon. why ..oat fundin,Igenclel
for dJ••ble",ent do not eyen bother to use ",hilt tnstrUIIlp.nt8 .. r e
available.

The current revilion proce.. of the ICIDH offers an
opportunity to ellph .. lle and develop the Interdllclpl1narv
..pectl of dillblement, and lome of the Itrategies. obltacleo,
and options involved will be discu••ed. Since lome of the
tndiUonal interdllclpllnary boundariel are becoming
Jncr.a.ln,ly blurred In .odern ••die.! care , thel. i ••ues Ire
likely to increase In I.portance.
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THE EXPLANATORY MODEL INTERVIEW CATALOGUE (EMICl 'OR CULTURAl.
STUDT 0' ILLNESS EXPER IENCE

Kitchell Weill, Swill Tropical Inltltute. Depart"ent of Public
Hellth and Epidemiology, 8ale1, Switzerland

Developed to Itudy and compare Illne.. elphnatory "odela, The
I!Iphnatory Kodel Intervlev Catalogue (EIIIC) referl tn a
collection of locally adapted explanatory ..ode 1 Interviews
rooted in a co_on frallework. Varioul adaptationl of thll MIC
fr••evark have produced le.iltructured Interviewl that
characterize illne.. uperlence from the point of vlev of
thOle vho are 1l0lt direcU, affected by it. Integratinll
anthropological and epidemiological perspectivel, the
interview elicit. pattern. of diltre.l. perceived caueel. and
preferencel for help leeking and treatment. Each lection of
the MIC Includel open-ended and foculed Icreening qUeitlonl
to ldentif, pertinent cultural categorlel of illne..
uperlence. Data letl renerated froll these EMIC Interviewl
typIcally Include coded variablel and teltuat narrative vhlch
are crOll-referenced for analylll to clarl fy key features of
and to anlver illportant que.tionl about l11ne•• e.perlence
that inform clinIcal practice and facilitate cro.. -cultural
cOilparlI0n•. Itl:planatory IIOdel narratives provide vernacular
accounta of illnell burden, and uplana tory model var IIblei
.ay be Inllyeed with reference to rlndln... frOil dl.rno.tic.
p.ycho.etrfc, and other profel.lonal •••es ••entl. I. veIl II
indIcators of course and outcome.
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Transcultural Aspects of Depression

P Richter", A. Kraus'l. U Lackner",
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I) Department of Psychialry. Unl~1y of He"lelherg. Germ.1ny
2) InstiCUle ofPoycNatry, Thiliso, G<>orgia
3) PsychialrK: Oinic of the UniYenlly or MedicineandPlwmacy,

TimilOan. Romania

In thil oymposiumIIlCnIb<n of I tnnseultunl resarch lVouP (head of the
group: A. KnuJ) whichhasconstituted it.elf in t994 11 the PoydUatrie Uni­
venrty Clinic: ofHeiddba-gIre Presenl1nI fine resulto. Retearela sooJs of the
group eonceT1llllvatigalions Iboul the inJIuenot:s of socio-cullunl fadors oa
the dewlopmml, IY"'l'I0malology ond coone of dcpresoive disorders co..
poring the resulu in differme countries Until now pilot ltUdieswae carried
OUIin bplll, Romania,~.. ChIle, BranllJld in Germany
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On the ValidIt, of the Beck Depression Inventory
In a Transculture Perspective
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I Departmenl of Psychiatry, Umvc:nlly nf Heidelberg, Germany
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The Beck Depression InvenlDry (BOI) II one of lIle moct world'widely
appIicd IUin& scaks for depression(Scm-d aI. t986). MewnaJyses of
studieo 011dle psydIometric propalies or !be DOl arc Ided U I stu1inc
point to dilClllS merits and ahor1oomingl of nlin& scales in the weu­
II\CIIt of depre:aioo. MerilJ of the iaYC:flIDry arc lIShigh intemal c:onsi.
Ilency, high oontall validily, ditrcrenliaJ nJidily in differentiating
bc1wecII cIepreSJcd andoon~ subjClC1J, ICIlSitivily to charIl:e,
and inll:malionaJ propagation (8cct d II. 1981l). AllOlher reason for
lIle popuIanly II the high conoordanoe of the Iyndrome definition willl
lIle OSM·m criteria for major Depressive Disorder (Moran &. Umbett
1983). Sbortcominp, whicll \he DOl shares with many other depa.
lion sdf-nrinll scales. are lIS high iIem difficully. lack 0( rqnatnla­
live 1IOrIIlJ. and thUJ doubtful objectivily of inlcrpretatiOll, COII!rOvef·
sial fa.ctoria! validiJyagainstlllXicty (Rjchta 199t). BesidesgmeraJ u­
pccu problems of CI"OSKUtlUraI tnnsfcr of acalCl, u e.g. translation
and c:onlenl validity in differenl culturu arc di.lculocd (SatoriUJ &. Ban
1986).
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