140 BLACKFRIARS

concern with Weltanschauung. His-comparison and contrast between
the respective positions of the Catholic and non-Catholic analysant
have profound implications; so also has his repudiation of the idea
that analysis is either a universal panaces or an anodyne. Scarcely
less signiticant is a passing allusion to the Gottyertrauen which a
successful analysis demands of both physician and patient.

Vicror WHITE, O.P.

WEIDERAUFBAU DES DEUTSCHEN BiLpuNesweseNs. By Karl Thieme.
(uropa Verlag, Zurich-New York, 1946.)

Although the blurb to the effect that this little brochure will make
the heart of every true humanist beat faster is scarcely justified, it
will certainly give him great pleasure both to handle and to read.
The author analyses the nature of the educational problem in Ger-
many briefly, clearly and penetratingly, rejecting from the beginning
that blind pharisaism which refuses to recognise the presence or
what Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster called ten years ago ‘eine allgemeine
Krankheit’ of which—we are here reminded-—the German disease is
only the most virulent and ghastly form; re-education must accord-
ingly be German, not a mere importation of foreign systems suffering
themselves from the common sickness. As it is chiefly a question of
adult education, it will fail in its purpose unless it is voluntary; those
who are to be attracted to it and who—in so’far as they have survived
—will have to be the backbone of such a Germany as eventually
emerges from the present muddle, are chiefly those who matriculated
after 1940 (who therefore spent their most impressionable years under
the Nazi system), but also older persons, matriculated or not, who
are fitted for academic callings. It is interesting to see the stress laid
on the humanities and the knowledge of ancient history as means to
making the students better Germans and Europeans, at the very time
when these studies are declining outside Germany. It is regrettable,
but not surprising, that there is no reference to the place of religion
(except incidentally in the cultural background) in the re-education
of the coming Germany. E.Q.

Tee DireEct MeETHOD IN GERMAN POETRY. An Inaugural Lecture.
By E. M. Butler. (Cambridge University Press, 1s. 6d.)
It is the object of poetry to arouse wonder and awe in the presence of
mystery: directly, by taking mystery as its very subject; indirectly by
treating of more or less commonplace facts and hinting at the noble
themes which underlie them. Both methods are used in every litera-
ture, but the first is most typical of German writing as it is also the
reason for the grandeur of German music—ifor here even the decep-
tive precision of words and phrases is cast aside and we are brought
so much nearer to the inexpressible heart of the mystery. So near
indeed that we are tempted to cast away all restraints and plunge
ourselves wholly into the realm of mystery. That is the fascination
to which Germans less competent than Hélderlin and Beethoven
have succumbed ; incapable of artistic expression, they have adopted
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