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William Upcott (1779–1845) rose from humble origins to become a major collector of 
coins, prints, drawings, and, above all, autographs. His journals, from 1803 to 1809, 
chronicle his time as a lowly bookseller’s assistant in London and then as an assistant at the 
London Institution. They offer a detailed, non-elite account of a London life, interspersed 
with forays into the provinces to visit relatives in Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire, and 
to pursue his trade as a cataloguer and organizer of people’s collections, most notably 
in Shugborough Hall, Staffordshire. His later ‘Tour of the Peak’ in 1823, evidences his 
growing expertise and his open acceptance by his fellow enthusiasts.

Upcott’s diaries are lively and engaging narratives of his life and activities in a world that 
he increasingly made his own, overcoming his deficiencies to become an accomplished 
bibliophile and collector.

MARK PHILP is Professor Emeritus of History and Politics, University of Warwick,  
and an Emeritus Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. He has written extensively about Britain 
in the period 1789–1815, as well as on the history of democracy and on corruption and 
standards in public life.

AYSUDA AYKAN graduated from the University of Warwick with a BA in History  
and Politics and most recently completed an MA in Public Policy at King’s College 
London.

CURTIS LEUNG graduated from Warwick in 2022 with a BA in History and Philosophy 
joint honours. He then completed an MA in Philosophy at King’s College London, 
graduating in 2023, and currently works in local government.

Cover illustration: The cover portrait of Upcott is by Thomas Bragg, after a line engraving 
by William Behnes, made in March 1818 and is reproduced courtesy of the National 
Portrait Gallery (NPG D39273).
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